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MEMOIRS 
I ; 
Madam pz MonTzsran, &c. 


HE Afﬀairs of Lewris the Four-_ 
| teenth, who was become the Ter- 
ror of his Enemies, and the Won-_ 
der of Princes, did not hinder him ſometimes 
from the more gentle Concerns of Love. 
As it was impoſſible for any to make their 
Fortune, without having the Honour of his 
good Graces, the Ladies as well as Gentle- 
men, made it their Buſineſs to pleaſe him ; 
thoſe who ſucceeded, thought the better of 
themſelves, though the People of Character 


A _ always deſpiſed them. 


Madam de Monteſpan was one of thoſe, 


and though ſhe might paſs for the fineſt 
Woman in the World, there was yet 
ſomething more agreeable i in her Wit, than 
in her Countenance ; but all theſe fine 
(Qualities were obſcured by the Faults of her 
Soul, which was accuſtomed to the molt no- 


B torious 


AE 
torious Deceits, ſo that Vice coſt her no- 
thing : She was of one of the moſt antient 


Families of the Realm, and her Alliance, as 
well as Beauty had been the Cauſe, that 


_ Monſieur de Mente/pan had married her, and 


had preferred her before ſeveral others, who 


would have been much more ſuitable to 


him. Oo 

Madam de Monte/pan, fond of being mar- 
ried, only that ſhe might take the greater 
Liberties, no ſooner came to Court, than 
ſhe form'd Deſigns upon the Heart of Lewis; 
but at that Time Madam de /a Yalere, a 


| Perſon of no extraordinary Beauty, but who 


in Recompence had a thouſand other good. 
Qualities, had got the full Poſſeſſion of it : 
Madam de Monteſpan made many unprofit- | 
able Advances, and was obliged at laſt to 
ſeek a Party elſewhere. Deſpiling every 
thing that was not near the Crown, ſhe caſt 
her Eyes upon the Heart of Monſieur, the 
King's Brother, who appeared enamoured 
with her, rather for the Sake of ſhewing his 


Diſpoſition to the Ladies, than becauſe he 


jaw any thing in her to captivate his Aﬀec- 
tion. MAMorn/eeur in this ſurprized a Number 
of People, who never looked upon him 
at all in regard of the fair Sex ; but the 
Chevalier de Lorraine, jealous of this new 


Correſpondence, ſoon made the young 


ES os Prince 


C3.) 
Prince return to his former Inclinations, and 
having an Aſcendency over him, Madam-- 
de Monteſpan enjoyed only ſome Appear-_ 
ances, whilſt he alone ſtood poſleſt of his 
whole Favour. — Nees 
Madam de Menteſpan, who coveted a 
Place in Monfeeur's Heart, only becauſe ſhe 
had failed to gain the King's, was yet more 
diſguſted, when ſhe ſaw that ſhe was to 
ſhare it with the Chevalier de Lorraine, and 
not being able to comprehend, why fo fine 
a Woman as herſelf, ſhould be lighted for 
the Sake of that Chevalier, who had nothing 
to recommend him but his Birth, reſolved 
to ſcorn him, who had thus ſighted her. 
| In the mean time, her Beauty was the Ob- 
ject of the whole Court's Deſires, and par- 
ticularly of * Monſieur de Lauzun the great 
_ Favourite of Lewis, a Man of no advantage- 
ous Stature, and of a very mean Addrels ; 
but who made up for theſe Faults, by two 
great Qualities, v:z. much Wit, and a cer- 
 tain—I know not what, which occaſioned a 
Lady, when once ſhe knew him, never eaſily 
to quit him for another. His Favour with 
_ the King too, rendered him recommendable, 
ſo that Madam de Mon!/eſpan, who had heard 
much of theſe Qualities, was deſirous to 
know by Experience, whether they did not 


* See Life of Madam de Maintenon, p. 168. | 
B 2 __ attribute 


(4) 
attribute more to him, than was his Due, and 
would not diſdain therefore, the firſt Proffers 
of Service that he made her. However a 
good deal of Artifice being mixt with her 
Curioſity, ſhe made him languiſh five or ſix. 
Weeks, before ſhe would grant him the laſt 
Favour ; while ſhe made him wait for it, 
there happened to this Favourite, a Buſineſs 
that might have ruined him with his Maſter, 
had he not been born much more happy 
than wiſe. 

' Lewis, as much advanced as "Mb was above 


' others, was yet in his Humour and Diſpo- 


ſition, like the reſt of Mankind ; although 
he paſſionately loved Madam de la V aliere, he 
frequently found himſelf ſmitten with other 
Women, and not averte to ſatis{ying his 
Deſires. He had then ſuch Sentiments as 


theſe for the Princeis of Monaco, whoſe Fa- 


vour Monſieur de Lauzun was poſſeſſed of ; 
Lauzun, becauſe he believed himſclt capa- 
ble, on account of thoſe Qualities already 
hinted at, to preſerve the Princeſs's Aﬀec- 
tion, and in order to gain Madam de Mon- 
teſpan's. Heart, forbid the Princeſs, who had 


diſcovered to him the King's Paſſion, to 


favour it at all, and threatned her, that if he 
perceived ſhe did, he would entirely ruin 
her Repuration in the World: 

But thele T hreatnings loſt their Efte&t, 


and 
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and made the Princeſs think of caſting off 
the Tyranny he thus exerciſed over her ; and 
at the ſame time to take ſuch Meaſures with 
the King ſhe never attempted before, ſhe 
made him reſolve to ſend Monſieur de 
Lauzun to the War, where he had a conſi- 
derable Command. Lauziun was told that he 
mult prepare himſelt to depart w:thin two 
_ or three Days ; furp ized at ſuch unexpected 
| News, and immediately gueſſing at the 
Cauſe, he acquainted the King, that he ſhould 
refuſe going to tne Army, unleſs the Com- 
mand of it was given him; that he ſaw too 
plainly why he was ſent thither ; that it was 
to enjoy his Miftre's 'the more peaceably 
during his Abſence; but that it ſhould not 
be ſaid, that they had fo groſly deceived him, 
. at icaſt without his ſhewing, that he was at 
laſt ſenſible of it; that this was the Action 
rather of a perfidious Man, than of a great: 
Prince, fuch as he had always eſteemed his 
King, and that he was glad it had ſerved to 
difabuſe him. 

Although Z2wris had been hitherto ac> 
cuſtomed to ſpeak like a Maſter, and no 
Man, until that Time, dared to make him 
any Reproaches ; he yet condeſcended to 
give Monſieur de Lauzun a full Hearing ; 
but when he perceived his Folly encreafed 
more and more, he coldly aſked him, ** if 
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** he was mad, and if he well remembred 


* that he ſpoke to his Maſter, and to him, 


« who could caſt him down, in leſs Time 


« than he had raiſed him?” Monſieur 
ae Lauzun anſwered, © He knew that as 


« well as himſelt; chat he very well knew, 


« that it was to him alone he was in- 
« debted for his Fortune, having never 
« made his Court to any Miniſter, like ſome 
«© other great Men of the Realm, but all 
« that ſhould not hinder him relling the. 
* Truth,” and continuing in the ſame Tone 
in which he had begun, was yct abour to ſay 
ſeveral ridiculous and extravagant Things, 

when Lewis prevented bim, by telling h: - 


Ut he gave him only Four-and twenty | 


Hours to refolve upon his Departure z and 
that il he did not obey him, he would con- 


fider what he had to do. 


Having left him a'ter theſe few Words, 


Monſieur de Lauzun began to be in an uncon- 


ccivable Deſpair, and attributing the Whole 
to the Correſpondence the Princeſs of Mo- 

zaco had began. with Lewis z he went to her 
Apartment, where not finding her, he re- 
venged himſelf upon a Jarge Looking-glaſs. 

The Princeſs complained of him to the 
King, who reply'd, That he was a Fool, on 
whom ſhe was likely to have Revenge enough 


by 


TS .- 
by his Abſence ; that he himſelf had ſuftered, - 
but that he pardoned him all, conſidering; 
that he might well be in Deſpair, for loſing 
the Favour of a Woman, whole Merit was 
ſo great as hers. 

When the Twenty-four Hours were ex- 
pired, he demanded of 7,2uzun, what he had 
reſolved upon, who aniwering, that he was 
| determined not to depart, unleſs he gave him 
the Command of the Army ; the King was 
incenſed, and again threatned to reduce hiny 
into ſuch a Condition, as he ſhould have 
Cauſe to repent of ; but Lauzur not brought 
to Diſcretion by all theſe Menaces, replied, 
* That all the Miſchief he could do him, 
© was to take from him the Off..e of Ge- 
*« neral of the Dragoons, which he had gi- 
*« ven him; that having foreſeen it, he had 
* brougnt his Commiſſion with him 1n his 
« Pocket; at the fame Time taking it out, 
«* he threw it upon a Table, near which the 
+ King was ſ{cated, which ſo exaſperated 
© him, that he ſent him that very Hour 
«© to the Baſtile,”” This Event did not a 
little amaze the World, as the Reaſons for 
it were an abſolute Secret. | 
| Madam de Monteſpan, was overjoyed at 
the Delay ſhe had uſed in her Intrigue, and 
with no great Difficulty admitted of Comfort, 
believing, that after this Indiſcretion, which 
| 4... began 
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began ti to be every where the publick Diſ- 
courſe z there was no more returning for him 
_ Into Lewis s Favour. However his ] Dilgrace 
did not continue {ſo long as was imagined ; 
for the King not finding in the Princeſs, 
Charms powerful enough to retain him, had 
no ſooner fatisfhed his Fancy, but he pardon- 
ed Lauzun, who returned to Court with 
more Credit than ever ; and to the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of every body, as it was thought the 
natural Temper of Lewrs would never have 
tuffered him to forget that want of Reſpect 
which Lauzun ſhew'd him. 

Monſieur de Lauzun's Return to Court, 
having made all the World conceive, that he 
muſt ne.-is have a great Aſcendency over 
the King, every one was induſtrious to give 
him fone Marks of their Inclination to his 
Service ; and among others, Madzm ge 
AMpnie pan, who no longer deny'd him tne 
laſt Favour. This new Intrigue, that ought 
to have comforted him for the Princeſs of 
Monaco's Infidelity, did not hinder him from 
meditating a Revenge on that Lady, which 
in a few Days after he found an Opportu- 
nity of executing ; as ſhe was ſitting upon a 
green Turf, and laying her Hand upon the. 
Graſs, he trod upon it as it were inadver- 
tently, and making a kind of Turn on pur- 
poſe to wring it the harder, he at the ſame In- 
| ſtant 
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tant addieited himſelf to her to beg Par- 


don. 
- The Pain which the Princeſs felt, made 
her ſcream out, but ſhe was leſs ſenſible of 
that, than of a deriding Laugh he affe&ted 
in excuſing himſelf ; ſhe on her Part gave 
him a thouſand injurious Terms, which made 
all who were preſent conclude, ſhe had a 
hidden Cauſe tor her outrageous Paſſion. 

T,auzun, who was concerned to preſerve his 
Reputation among the Ladies, ſuffered the 
Princeſs's Reſentment to evaporate in Re- 
proaches, without defiring' to anſwer them 
otherwiſe, than by Submiſſions and Excules. 

And the Ladies who were preſent, having 
_ taken upon themſelves to reconcile them, 
ſhe was obliged to be quiet, for fear of dif- 

covering to them, that her Vexation pro- 
ceeded from another Caule, 

The Princeſs having thus loſt her Lover, 
and bur taſted, if I may fo ſay, of the Mo- 
narch, ſought to comtort herſelt by the Con- 
queſt of ſome other; but her Temper having 
little Severity 1 1t, and her Appetite not caſily 
latisfied, ſhe tryed ſo many Chances, that at 
length ſhe ſunk under them. She had taken 
a Fancy to a Page, a proper handſome Fel- 
!ow, but one that had run over all Paris, after 
the manner of thoſe People, and had a Mind 
to a Dilcovery between him and thoſe Men of 
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Quality, of whom alone ſhe had, "ill chat 
Time made Tryal of : But this Man having, 
a certain Diſtemper upon him, infected the 
Princeſs, who neglecting to take Care of her- 
ſelf ſo ſoon as ſhe ought, perhaps from her 
Ignorance of the Nature of it, or from the 
Shame of diſcovering it ; whenſheentred upon: 
a Courſe of Phyſick, ſhe loſt her Life un- 
_ der it, giving by her Death ſtrange Appre- 
henſions to all thoſe,, who had imitated her 
in her Pleaſures. 
The Relations of the Deceaſed very care- 
tully concealed the Nature of her Diſtem-_ 
per 3 but Moxſeeur the King's Brother, who- 
had had ſome Familiarity with her, tho? of 
no- long Continuance, and who in Recom- 
pence of ſome Services rendered him, and 
_ the Chevalier de Lorraine, had giveth her the 
Charge of Houſe-keeper to his Wife, was 
afraid of being involved in her Misfortune, 
and could not be at reſt, till. he had aſſem- 
bled four Perſons, reputed the moſt ſkilful in 
that Diſtemper, to know whether he was 1n 
 Yanger of it; but they aſſured him, he was 
not, which wholly reſtored him to his Spirits, 
and made him ſoon forget the Princeſs of 
Monaco. 
| Lewis ſuſpeſted the Intrigue of Madam 
«le Monte(pav, with Zauzun ; and as Love 


ENters 
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_ enters by ſeveral Ways into the Hearts of 
Men, the Reflection he made upon his Fa- 
vourite's good Fortune, made him conſider 
' more narrowly than he had before done, the 
Merit and Beauty of Madam de Monteſpan. 
Beſides, the Poſſeſſion of Madam de la Va- 
here, began to breed in him ſome Diitaſte,. 
the inſeparable Miſchief of too long, an En- 
Joyment. Madam de Mon'eſpan had a very 
particular Attention upon his Perſon, ſhe 
ioon perceived by his Words and Actions, 
thar he was not infſenſible of her Charms ;. 
and ſhe knew,. that Preſence was the moſt 
neceſſary. Thing. in the World, to foment 
amorous Sentiments; ſhe therefore endea- 
voured all ſhe could to eſtabliſh herlelt at 
Court, which ſhe. believed might be eaſily 
done, if ſhe could once enter into a Confi- 
dence with Madam de /a Yaliere, who on 
her Part ſought to unburden her Mind upon 
iome good Friend, of the Ditpleaſure the 
conceived for the Luke-warmneſs of her 
Monarch ; ſhe very well approved of the 
Advances Madam de Monte/pen made her, 
and there immediately aroſe a kind of Friend - 
{hip between theſe two Ladies, at leaſt the 
Appearance of-it. Lewis who already felt 
ime Tenderneſs for Madam de Monteſpan, . 
was overjoyed to ice her every Day with. 
 %ahere, whole Intereſts ſhe induſtriouſly. 
BÞ 6 embraced, . 
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embraced, blaming Zewis for his Indiffe- 
rence, and furniſhing her with Means to. 
make a ſuitable Return. 

In the mean time, Lew:s went oftner to 
Madam de la Valere's Lodgings than uſual, 
that he might have the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
Madam de Monteſpan ; and Fahere apply- 

ing to herſelf theſe new Aſſiduities, loved | 
Madam de Monteſpan the better, believing 
that it was owing: to her Care ſhe ſo often 
enjoyed his Company. Burt at length, having 
once had a Part in the true Aﬀections of his 
Heart, ſhe ſoon perceived that every thing 
was counterfeit; and apprehended, that 
Madam de Monte/pan had deceived her, and 
that Lewrs was more intimate with her than 
ſhe had hitherto: imagined. 

As ſoon as this Suſpicion: had ſeized her 
Mind, ſhe obſerved them ſo narrowly, that 
ſhe no longer doubted they had deceived her, 
and her Paſſion not permitting her to keep 
the Secret, ſhe tenderly complained of it to. 
Lewis, who told her, that he was too generous 
to abuſe her any farther ; that it was true, he 
loved Madam de Monte/pan, but yet, that 
that ſhould not hinder him from loving her 
as he ought; that ſhe muſt be contented 
with what he ſhould do for her, without de- 
firing more, for that it was not his Pleaſure 
to be conſtrained, 


This 
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This Anſwer, more that of a Maſter thay 
| a Lover, was far from ſatisfying ſo nice a 
- Miſtreſs as Madam 4de la Yaliere; ſhe wept, 

' the lamented, bur all was inſufficient to ſof- 
ten her Lover : He once again told her, that 
if ſhe deſired a Continuance of his Eſteem, 
ſhe ſhouldexact nothing from him beyond his | 

Will; he prayed her to live with Madam 4e 
Monteſpan as ſhe had done before, and al- 
ſured her, that if ſhe ſhew'd the leaſt Un- 
kindneſs to that Lady, ſhe would oblige him 
to take other Meaſures. _ 

| Lewis's Will was a Law to Madam de /a 
ue Valiere: She lived with Madam de Monte- 
ſpan in an Union, that could not be reaſon- 

. ably expected from a Rival ; and ſhe ſur- 
prized all the World by her Conduct, be- 
cauſe all the World began to be perſuaded 

that Lewis was by little and little torſaking 

_ her, and giving himſelf up entirely to. Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan. 

In the mean time, the King who was too. 
nice a Lover, to endure that a Huſband 
ſhould ſhare with him in the Favours of a 
Muſtreſs, refolved to remove out of the Way 
Monfieur de Monte/pan, upon Pretence of 
viving him ſome great Employments ; but | 
being naturally of an uncomplaiſant Hu- | 
830ur, he refuſed all they offered him, per- 
i{uaded that his Wite's Merit contributed 

more 


C3 
more to his Advancement eons any Merit of 

kis 0 OWN. 
Madam 4e Menteſpan was too much de- 
lighted in the King's Embraces, any longer 
to endure thoſe of her Huſband's, nor would 
ſhe from that Time grant him any more ;. 


_ this threw Monſieur de Monte/pan into ſuch. 
Neſpair *, that although he tenderly loved 


her, he could not refrain from ſtriking her +. 
Madam de Wonteſpan, who well knew where 


_ to find a Support,. gave him extreme ill 


Language z and having complained of his 
Proceeding; to the King, he baniſhed Mon- 
fieur de Monteſpan the Court, who with his 
Children departed into his own Country,. 
bordering upon the Pirenees : There went 


into cloſe Mourning, as if he had indeed 


loft his Wife. And being much in Debt, 
the King ſent him T'wo hundred thouſand 
Livres to comfort him, for the Loſs which. 
he had been the Occaſion of. 
However, ſometime atter. his Departure,. 


* The Author of Madam z7e Mitatenan' s Life, ſays,. 
&« He was willing enough that his Wife ſhould be. 
*« Lauzun's Miſtreſs; but could not conſent to let the 


+: King have her” — Strange Notion of Honour! p.173, 


+ Madam de Menteſpan's Temper and Behaviour, . 
are excellently delineated 1n the entertaining and ini- 
mitable Letters of Madam &4z Maintenon, lately pub-. 


| liſhed, which throw a great Light into the Aﬀairs of - 


Lewis XIV. th's Court. 


Madam 
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Madam de Meonteſpan proved with Child ; 
and though. ſhe might imagine, that the 
World was pretty well apprized of what 
paſt between the King and herſelf ;. yet being 
aſhamed to be ſeen publickly in her Condition, 
invented a new Faſhion, which was very ad- 
vantageous to Women, who would hide their 
great Bellies : It was a ſhort Waiſtcoat, not 
unlike a Man's, reaching only to the Waſte, 
where pulling out ſome Part of the Shift, 
they made it fit in as large Puffs as they 
could upon the Petticoat, and ſo ſerved to: 
hide the Shape. 

All this did not hinder the Court from 
perceiving clearly the true State of the Af- 


fair; but the Courtiers almoſt adored that 


Prince, and their Incenſe reach'd his Miſtreſs, 
whoſe Favour every one began to court : 
and ſhe had Wit enough. to make as many. 
Friends as ſhe could ; which /a Yalere had 
never done,. who 1n: order to ſhew that ſhe. 
loved only him, would never aſk any thing 
jor another. Her Rival's Credit was there- 
tore no ſooner perceived, but every one lett 
her; which one Day complaining of, the 
Mareſchal de Grammont made her Anſwer. 
that ſhe ſhould have taken Care to have made 
others rejoice with her, while ſhe herſelf 
had Caule to rejoice z it, when ſhe ſhould 


have Caule to mourn, ſhe deſired that others | 
thould mourn alſo, 


L8- 


Who was 1R Labour, on the Condition -of be- 


i. 

[ 
| 
i 
if 
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th Valiere ſeeing herſelf thus abandoned 
by all the World, reſolved to go into a 


Convent ; and having choſe that of the 


Carmelites, ſhe retired thither, and in a little 


Time after took the Habit, and ſhe lived, as 


It was believed, in great Sanctity, as one who 
had tryed the Inconſtaney of worldly At- 
fairs ; and plainly ſaw, that it was in God 
alone, ſhe ought to put her Truſt. 

Her Retreat equally ſatisfied Lewis and 
Madam de Monteſpan ; the Jaſt, becauſe ſhe 
was in a continual Apprehenſion, leſt 7, 
Valicre might again recover the King's 


Eſteem, whoſe moſt tender Aﬀections ſhe 
| had before poſſefied ; and the other, becauſe 


her Preſence ſtil] upbraided him of his-Incon- 
ſtancy, In the mean while, the Time of 


m__ de Monteſpan's laying-in approach- 


» Lewis retired to Paris, whither he 
—_ but ſeldom, hoping that ſhe might be 
more ſecretly brought to Bed there, than at 
St. Germains, where he uſually reſided, 
The Time being come, a Woman of Va- 
dam de Monte'pan's Bed-chamver, in whom 
the King and herſelf had a particuiar Confi- 


dence, took Coach, and went into St; An- 


thony's-Street to Mr, Clement, the celebrat- 
ed Man-midwife ;. ſhe aſked him, if he 
would go along with her, to deliver a Lady, 


Ing. 
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ing Hood-wink'd, as it was inſiſted on, that 
he ſhould not know whither he went. Mr. 
Clement who was no ſtranger to Accidents of 
this Kind, and perceiving an Air of ſome 
Importance in the Meſſenger, that preſaged 
no ill Adventure, told the L,dy, that he 
was ready to do all ſhe deſired, and ſuffer- 
ing himſelf ro be muffled, took Coach along 
with her; out of which, after ſeveral Turns 
about the 'Town, he alighted, and was led 
into a magnificent Apartment, and then un- 
muſtied. 

He had no Time given him to conſider 
the Place where he was; for he had no foon- 
e” recovered his Sight, but a Girl, who was 
in the Chamber, put out the Lights ; after 
which the King, who ſtood behind the Cur- 
tain of Madam de Monteſpan's Bed, ſpoke 
to him, in order to give him Courage, and 
bid him fear nothing. Clement anſwered him, 


' that he had no Fear, and approaching his 


Patient, and finding that the Child was not 
ready to come into the World ; he aſked the 
King, whether the Place where they were, 
was the Houle of God; where it was per- 
mitted neither to eat or drink ; that for his 
_ Part, he was very hungry, and that they 
would do him a great Kindneſs to give him 
 lomething to eat.” 0, 
— The King, without ſtaying for Attendants, 


went 
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went himſelf inſtantly into a Cloſet, and 
brought to him a Pot of Sweet- meats; from 
the other Side, he fetched him fome Bread, 
and bid him not ſpare either the one or other, 
for there were enow in the Lodgings. Afﬀ- 
ter Clement had ate what he thought pro- 
per, he aſked whether they would give him 
any thing to drink, when the King himſelt 
brought him a Bottle of Wine, and filled 
him two or three Glaſſes, one after another : 

When Clement had drank the firſt, he aſked 
his Benefactor, if he would not drink him- 
ſelf, which Lewes refuſing, was told by him, 
that the fick Lady would have a more 
ipeedy Deliverance, if he would drink a 
Glaſs to her Health *. 4 

The King did not thing i it proper to re- 
ply, and a Pang, which at that Time took 
Madam de Monteſpan, interrupted the Con- 
verſation ; ſhe held the King by the Hand, 
who encouraged her to take Heart, and aſk- 
ed Clement every Moment, it the Buſineſs 
would not be ſoon over. Her Labour was 
difficult enough, though not very long, and 

* The Author of Madam 4: Maintenon's Life 
| ſays, © Madam de Monteſpan lay in at a Houſe in 
a bye Place, with all the Precautions of the utmoſt 
Privacy : The Man-Midwife was not in the Secret,. 


and ſo little did he ſuſpeQ it, that he made the King, 
who was preſent, fill him a Glaſs of Wine, p. 187. 


ay 
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Madam de Monteſpan was brought to bed of 
a fine Boy, at which the King. expreſled 
_ great SatisfaEtion ; but for ſome time lecret- 
ed it from Madam de Monteſpan, tor tear it. 
might be hurtful to her. a Ts 
Clement having finiſhed the Aﬀair, Leww:s 

himſelf filled him a Glaſs of Wine ; after 
which he returned to his Poſt behind the 
Curtainz a Candle was called for, Clement 
aſluring the Lady that ſhe was very ſafe, re- 
received from her who fetched him, a 
' Purſe of one hundred Louidores ; and being 
| again hood-wink'd, was led to a Coach, 


_ which carried him to his own Houſe. 


In the mean time Monſieur de Lauzurn 
endeavoured to comfort himſelf in the Arms 
of another, proud that the King had only 
his Leavings ; he did not at all envy his 
good Fortune; poſſibly, becauſe he had ne- 
ver had a real Paſſion for her. However, 
he omitted not to make uſe of her Favour in 
thoſe Things, which he would not himſeli 
aſk; and Madam de Monteſpan, who had 
given him ſo. great Advantages over her, 
durſt deny him nothing, for fear that he 
ſhould ruin her with the King, with whom he 
had no lefs Power than herſelf. In the mean 
time, as, we feldom have any great Kindneſs 
for thoſe whom we ſtand in awe of, fo ſhe 
would at any rate have got rid of him, Mo 
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_ the durſt to attempt it. While ſhe was in 
theſe Sentiments, the Place of a Lady of Ho- 
nour to the Queen became vacant, by the 
Dutcheſs of Montauzier's Death ; and the 
Dutcheſs of Richlieu, and of Crequi, pretend- 
Ing both to 1t, each made Uſe of her Friends 
for the obtaining it. Madam de Monteſpan 
declared herſelf for the Ducheſs of Rzichlier, 
and Monſieur de Lauzun for the Dutcheſs of 
Cregqui, which Fegan an open Diviſion be- 
twixt them. For Lauzun would by all 
means force Madam de Monte/pan to deſiſt 
ſpeaking in Behalf of the Dutcheſs of Rich- 
tieu ; and Madam de Monteſpan, who could 
not honourably give over, after having gone 
ſo far, thought it ſtrange that Monſieur 
Lauzun, when he knew that ſhe had under- 
taken that Afﬀair, ſhould come in her Way, 
to take the Intereſt of the Dutcheſs of Cre- 
qui. It was the King's Part to decide in 
Favour, either of his Miſtreſs, or of his Fa- 
vourite ; but unwilling to diſcontent either 
of them, ſtaid a long while without dif- 
poling of that Place, hoping they would 
agree, and that their Re-union would give 
him an Opportunity to reſolve. But on the 
contrary, this Delay confirming them both in 
the Opinion, that Lew:s had no Regard to the 
Deſires of either of them : They bore againſt 
each other an Enmity that did not gg 
Ore 
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fore, and Lauzun began to talk of Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan in Terms which ſhe could 
not hear of, without being irritated to Re- 
venge. 

She therefore complained of it to the King, 
who gave Lauzun a ſevere Reprimand ; 
which ſo much the more enraged him againſt 
her, as he ſaw her Credit prevailing above 
\ his; for Lewis had juſt then given the 
Ducheſs of Montauzier's Place to the Du- 
cheſs of RichHieu, and could not forbear tak- 
_ Ing the Liberty of railing againſt her upon 
all Occaſions. The King was informed of 
this by others, beſides Madam de Monteſpan,. 
and again ſharply rebuked him, who pro- 
miſed more Diſcretion for the future ; and 
to convince him, that he deſigned hving 
friendly with Madam de Monteſpan, he de- 
ſired him to reconcile them, which the King 
promiſed to do. | 

In effe&t, having diſpoſed Madam 4e 
Monteſpan to forgive ; he inſiſted that on. 
the Morrow they ſhould embrace in his Pre- 
lence, obliging Lauzun formally to aſk her 
Pardon. 

This Reconcilement being made, Lau- 
z1un had more Power than ever over his Ma- 
ſter, and his Ambition was beyond all Mea- 
fure, totally incapable of being ſatisfied ; he 
gave way to ſome Thoughts of marrying the _ 
=: 7 Pr 


(22) 
Princeſs d'Orleans Monpenfier, the King's 
Coufin German, which his Sifter, that Prin- 
ceſs's Confident, had long before put into his 
Head, 
The Princeſs was already of an Ape well 


advanced, but exceeding rich ; and Lauzun 
eſteeming that Quality, and the Blood from 
which ſhe was deſcended, more than all other 
Ornaments of Face and Body ; he deſfired 


his Siſter to continue her Solicitations for 

him ; and in the Proſpe& of arriving to ſo 
_ great a Match, he made cloſe Application 
to Madam de Monteſpan, not doubting but 
that her Credit might be very uſeful to him 
Upon that Occaſion. 

Although the Intereſt that Lauzur had | in 
Lewis's Heast, made him preſume very 
much upon his Favour ; nevertheleſs be- 
 hieving, that the King would never give his 
Conſent willingly go that Alliance, was de- 
firous of engaging him to it out of Intereſt, 
To this Effe&t, he diſpatched a Gentleman, 
:n whom he had a Confidence, to the Duke 
of Lorraine, who was deprived of his Coun- 
try, to offer a Settlement of Five hundred 
thouſand Livres per Annum to him, and his 
Heirs, upon Condition, that he would re- 
| fign his Rights to him. The Duke of Ler- 
raine, Who ſaw no great Appearance of be- 
ing ever able tO FECOVET his own Eſtate, re- 


liſh'd 
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| liſh'd that Propofal ; and Monſieur de Lax- 
zun ſeeing it likely to ſucceed, expreſſed 
| ſomething of it to the King ; to whom he in- 
| ſinuated, that it would be very advantageous 
| for him, that the Duke of Lorraine ſhould = 
give up his Pretenfions to ſome one, who 
would render him Faith and Homage for 
_ the Dukedom. I EE 

The King ſhewing ſome Approbation of 
_ this, Monſieur de Lauzun diſcovered to him, 
' that with the Deſign of doing him this Ser- 
' vice, he had hearkened to ſome Propoſals of 
Marriage, which had been made to him on 
| the Part of the Princeſs Madamoiſelle 4'Or- 
| leans Monpenfier, by the Mediation of his 
Siſter. He aſked Pardon, for giving no 
earlier Notice of it ; which he believed ought 
| not to have been done, until he had firſt 
_ endeavoured to diſpoſe of Matters, fo as to 
take Effect. He obſerved farther, that it 
was his Inclination to approve of this 
Match, which though it might appear ſome- 
| What extraordinary, was not however with- 
_ out Example: | hat it was not the firſt. 
time, Mortals had been allied to the Gods, 
and that Hiſtory taught him, that many 
Men, no way ſuperior to himſelf, had ar- 
rived at that-Honour. 

Lewis was ſurprized at the Propoſal, 
which appeared bold for a Man of HO 

| ank 
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Rank; yet conſidering, that this was : not 
the frſt Time, that a Princeſs of the Blood 
Royal had married a private Gentleman, and 


_ refleting upon the Advantages, which he 
_ himſelf might reap from the Alliance, he 


began to hearken to it. Madam de Monte/ſ- 
pan, whom Lauzun had engaged to his In- 
tereſts, finding the King pretty well inclined, _ 
fo dextrouſly repreſented to him, the little 
Difference there was in France between 


Gentlemen, when once become Dukes, 
(which he might eaſily create Monſieur de 


Lauzun) and ſtrange Princes '(to one of 


which he had not long ago given a Siſter of 


Madamoitelle qOrleans Monpenfier's, that he 
finally reſolved in Favour of the Match. 
When the King had thus ſignified his Ap- 
probation of it to Madam de Monte/pan, he 
took ſome Meaſures with her and Monſieur 
de [.auzun, in order to clear himſelf to the 
World, from any Blame, in his aſlenting to 
this Marriage ; which he believed could 
not be better done, than by ſeeming to have 


| been forced to give conſent to it. To effect 
this, he deſired that MadamoiſeHe d*Orlears 


Monpenfier ſhould come herſelf, to intreat 
him to give her Monſieur de Lauzun in 
Marriage; and that the moſt conſiderable 
of Montieur de Lauzun's Relations, ſhould 
apply in a Body, to deſire Permiſſion for 

their | 
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their Kinſman to marry that Princeſs. Theſe 
 Ambaſladors arrived, told the King, that al- 
though the Favour which they were to de- 
fire from him in Behalf of their Relation, 
ſhould ſeem above their Merit, and even 
their Hopes ; nevertheleſs, they intreated 
him to conſider, that it would be a Means, 
to induce the Gentry to great Emulation, in 

hopes for the Future, to be able to attain to 
_ fo great an Honour, as a Recompence for 
his Services. 

| They alfo repreſented to the King, that 
Gentlemen had before that Time obtained 
the like Favour ; ſo that Lewts, ſeeming to 
be perſuaded by their Entreaties, anſwered 
them; that for their Sakes, as being the 
chief Gentry of his Realm, he would be glad 
that their Kinſman ſhould have the Honour 
of eſpouling the Princeſs, Madamoiſelle 4'- 
Orleans Monpenfier , but yet, that he defir- 
ed to know from herſelf, whether ſhe was 
inclined to this Alliance, of which he was as 
yet altogether ignorant, 
The Princeſs then entered, who without 
conſidering, that it was not very uſual for 
Women to defire Men in Marriage, intreat- 
ed the King to permit her to marry Mon- 
fieur de Lauzun , which he at firſt ſeeming 
to deny, the Princeſs renewed her Prayers, 
and at length obtained her Deſires. 
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7 he Noiſe of this Marriage reach'd far 


beyond the Realm ; none could forbear Ad- 


miration at the Effeas of Fortune, on ſo. 


undeſerving a Perſon. 


In the mean time, Lauzun, chengh poſ- 
Hſefſed of much Cunning, committed a great | 
Error upon this Occaſion ; inſtead of marry-- 


ing the Princeſs immediately, he was mak- 
ing great Preparations for his Nuptials , 
which delaying them ſome Days, the Prince 


of Conde and his Son, caſt themſelves at the 


King's Feet, to intreat him not to ſuffer the 
Concluſion of an Aﬀair ſo diſgraceful to the 


Royal Family ; and while his Majeſty was 


undetermined how to reſolve, being on one 
_ Side combated by their Reaſons, and on 
the other, by the Promiſes he made to Lau- 
zun's Kindred ; Monfiear joined in Petition, 
and made him reſolve to retraft his Word. 
Madam de Monteſpan for her Part, though 


ſhe openly appeared to aft for Lauzun; yet 


ſhe endeavoured underhand to break the 
Match, fearing that if he were once allied to 
the Royal Family, he might have yet a 
greater Influence upon the King, over 
whom ſhe deſired to reign ſingly. 

In the mean Time, the King had ſo great 
a Weakneſs towards Lauzun, that he knew 


not how to declare his Pleaſure to him ; but. 
there being a neceſlity of doing it, he cauſed 
him | 
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him to come into his Cabinet, and there 
told him, that after having thoroughly re- 
fected on his Marriage, he would not have 
him proceed to the Concluſion of it ; that in 
every Thing elſe he would give him Marks 
of his AﬀeCtion, but that he muſt ſay no- 
thing more to him on that Head, if he de- 
ſigned to retain his Favour.  _ 
Monſieur de Lauzun, finding by this Lan- 
guage, that ſome body had rendred him ill 
- Offices at Court, thought it in vain for him 
4 to endeavour to prevail with him ; but going 
immediately to Madam de Monteſpar's 
 Lodgings, whom he ſuſpeCted ; he told her 
every thing that Rage and Paſſion could dic- 
+ tate to a tranſported Mad-man ; he told her, 
| that he had been to blame to confide in a 
| Woman of her Condition, ſince he ought to 
have known, that ſuch as ſhe, who had once 
| forfeited their Honours, might well do the 
ſame by their Lovers ; that he would employ 
all the Credit he had with the King, to bring 
' him back from a Paſſion that ruined him in 
' the World, and of which he was ſenſible of 
the Unworthineſs. | 
- He faid much more to her with the ſame 
Violence; after which he went to Madamoi- 
elle d'Orleans Monpen/ier, to whom he de- 
clared the King's Pleaſure. The Princeſs 
was extremely affected with it ; but Lauzun 
: C2 whiipered 
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whiſpered her, that it was not Time to be 
thus overcome, but rather to take ſuch Mea- 


_ Pleaſures ; that to effect this, they muſt be 


only, drew after it ſtrange Conſequences 
1 _ that as for himſelf, he was of Opinion, that 
[| without taking any Notice of the King's 
| Orders, they ſhould be privately married ; 

that when the Thing was once done, he 
would be well enough pleaſed with it, ſince 


| he had already conſented to it : But that 


whatever happened, nothing ſhould hinder 


{10n. 
The Princeſs recovered herſelf at ſo agree- 


on him to change his Sentiments. 


Fred to ſpeak with him in private ; he cafily 


able a Diſcourſe, and being both ſhut up to- _ 
gether in a Cloſet, they called to them the _ 
Counteſs of Nogent, who confirmed them, 
_ that they could not take a Refolution more 
_ advantageous to their Happineſs and Con- 
tent. However it was reſolved in this Coun- _ 
ſel, that ſhe ſhould go inſtantly to find out | 
the King, to try if ſhe could not work up- 


The King was acquainted, that ſhe de-_ 
gueſſed her Buſineſs, and although deter- | 


mined not to grant her Requelt ; yet as hc ; 
could 


L 


ſures as might defend them both from the 
Hatred of their Enemies, and ſecure their 


ſpeedy, for that the Loſs of one Moment 


their conſtant Intelligence and Communica- | 
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could not handſomely diſpenſe with himſelf 
from giving her Audience, he ſent for her 
into his Clofet. The Princeſs threw herſclf 


at his Feet, and told him, <©* That ſhe was 


FM afting a Part, that ought to confound her 


« with Shame, if he himſelf had not given _ 
* her Confidence in approving of, as he had 
« done Monfieur de Lauzun's Intentions ; - 
&« that 1t was thereupon that ſhe had taken 
& ſome Engagements, which were not eaſy 
&« for her to break ; that although it was not 
« over decent for a Perſon of her Sex, to 
&« talk after that Manner ; yet the Merit of 
« Monſieur de Lauzun, to whom even he 


__« himſelf could not refufe his Aﬀections, 


« might well excule her; and in fine, that 
*« whoſoever would conlider that her Flames. 
& were once authorized and approved of, her 
«* King would not poſſibly find her ſo much 
« in Fault, as they indeed might imagine.” 
The King, who had ſeveral Times com- 
manded her to riſe, without being obeyed, 


[-: told her, when he ſaw that ſhe had given 


over ſpeaking; that unleſs ſhe would pur 
herſelf into another Poſture, he had no An» 
fwer to make her; the Princeſs aroſe, with 


an unconceivable Fear, expecting the. Sen- 


PO SR 


tence either of Lite or Death. But the 
| King did not leave her long in Uncertainty, 
he told her, © That the Remorſe which he 
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« felt, for conſenting to her Marrrge with 
* Monſieur de Lauzun, had ſufficiently 
«© puniſhed him for that Weakneſs ; that it 


« was a Thing that he ſhould repent of dur- 


* ing his whole Lite; and that he could 
« not in.agine, how ſhe, who had always 
« {hewn a Courage above her Sex, could re- 
* ſolve upon an Action, that would render 
<« her forever infamous. 

The rrinceſs having received this Anſwer, 
r:turned Home with Rage in ker Heart, and 
they agreed together, that ſecing nothing 
was able to move him, they mult be ſecret- 


| by married. A Prieft was foon found for 


that |'vrpoſe, and they were married in the 


]'114cets's Cloſet 3 but they expected from 
Time and Fortune, ſome favourable Op- 


portunity of divulging the Marriage. 
In the mean Time the Wedding could not 
be conſummated fo ſecretly, but that the 


| King had Notice of it from one of the Prin- 


cels's Domeſticks ; whom Monſieur de Lou- 
vis, an Enemy to Lauzun, had gained 


over to advertiſe him of every thing that 


thould paſs in her Family. The King ex- 


_ prefled much Anger at it : Louvors and Ma- 


dam de Monteſpan, who held Intelligence 


together tor the Deſtruction of Lauzun, en- 
 deavoured to enflame every Thing. L auzun 


had ill uſed Louvets upon ſeveral "— 
an 


IG 
and he ſought to be revenged all manner of 
Ways. 

Nevertheleſs they adviſed the King to diſ- 
ſemble his Reſentment ; either becauſe they 
did not believe that they could yet procure 
Lauzun's abſolute Ruin, or for that they ap- 
prehended to offend the Princeſs, who did 
not willingly pardon thoſe whom ſhe once. 
had Reaſon to be angry with: The King 
therefore continued in Appearance to treat 
Lauzun as formerly, but gave Louvo:zs Or- - 
ders to watch him narrowly, that he might _ 
give him an Account of his Conduct. 

In the mean time Lauzun, who was of a 
Nature but too much addicted to Pride ; 
after his Wedding grew every Day prouder, 
and the whole Court were become his 
Enemies. However, he underwent all 
with great Haughtineſs ; but there ſoon fell 
out an Accident that occaſion'd his Diſgrace, 
which had been long before deſigned. 

'The Count de Guiche, eldeſt Son to the 
Mareſchal de Grammont, was a Colonel of a 
Regiment, and was baniſhed by the King 
for ſome Deſigns, much reſembling Mon- 
fieur de Lauzun's, wiz. having preſumed 
to * Monfieur's Wite, At length, in Conſide- 
ration of the Mareſcha!, tor whom the King 
had a great Kindneſs, he permitted his Son 

* The King's Brother, 
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to return, upon Condition, that he ſhould 
quit his Office. The Count de Guzche's Of- 


| fice being without doubt, one of the moſt 
conſiderable at Court ;z all thoſe who had 


any Credit with him pretended to it, and 
amongſt the reſt Lauzun, whom the King had 
not long ſince made a Captain of the Guard ; 


| he durſt not afk it himſelf, either that he 
perceived he began to decline in his Favour, 


or becauſe he would not every Moment be 


importuning him for new Favours. ; 
He had made his Peace in Appearancewith _ 
Madam de Monteſpan, who to make him fall 
_ the more readily into the Net, ſeemed to 


pardon him. Lauzun believing therefore, 
that ſhe would not deny him her Mediation, 
tor the obtaining of that Place, prayed her 
tor her good Offices, but deſired her to con- 
ceal from the King, that he had made her that 


Requeſt. Madam de Monteſpan promiſed 


him to do itz; but immediately told the 
King, that Lauzux was now become alto- 
gether a Myſtery, that he had made her 


promiſe him to ask the Count de Guiche's 


Office for him ; but that at the ſame time, he 
had exacted from her, not to diſcover that 
he had deſired it ; that ſhe could not imagine, 
why he practiſed all theſe Slights upon a 


Prince, who had heaped upon him ſo many 


Favours, and ftill continued daily to heap 
TS upon 
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upon him more and more ; that, admitting 
there were no Reaſons to believe, that he 
might have ill Deſigns in demanding that 
Office ; yet ſhe would not grant it him if 
ſhe were 1n his Place, ſince all his Goodneſs 
towards him deſerved at leaſt, in Acknow- 
ledgement, a Demonſtration of more Free 
dom. 
Tho! Lauzim's Proceeding was in itſelf 
not blameable; Madam de Monteſpan gave 
it the blackeſt Colours ; the King refleted. 
upon it, and telling her, that he "could not: 
comprehend what Deſign Lauzun could _ 
have; Madam de Monteſpan adviſed him to 
ralk himſelf with him, to ſee it he ſtill con- 
 _rinued in his ſlighting Diſpoſition. The King 
approved of this Advice, and being ſhut up 
with Lauzun in his Cloſet,. after having en- 
tertained him with a Diſcourſe of ſeveral 
Matters, he began to talk of thoſe, who aſ- 
pired to the Count de Guiche's Office ; tell- 
ing him, that he had no Intention to gratify 
any of thoſe People, whom he did not think 
ſuciently experienced to ſupply ſo conſider- 
able a Charge. 
 LTauzun overjoyed to find the King 
of this Opinion, endeavoured to confirm 
him in:it, by adding to what he had 
ſaid of theſe Perſons ſomething to their 
Liladvantagez, but not coming to 
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what the King would have had him ; viz. 


deſigning that Office for himſelf. The 


| King aſked him, if it would not ſuit him, and 
it he had no Deſire to have it. Lauzun re- 


plied, that after having received ſo many 
Favours from his Majeſty, he had no Mind 
to pretend to any new, fo that he durſt af- 
ſure him, that he never had the leaſt Thought 


of it. The King told him, that he had how- 


ever believed it, becauſe Madam de Monte/- 


pan had ſpoke to him on his Behalf, which | 
| he did not believe ſhe would have done un-. 


leſs he had deſired it of her; that he could 
not conceive, why he made a Myſtery of 


a Thing, to which he had as good Preten- 


fions as many others, and deſired him to tell 
him the Truth of it. Lauzun finding himſelt. 


| preſs'd in this Manner, declared to him again, 
_ That he had never thought of it : Whereupon 


the King, with a Dignity capable of making 
Lauzun tremble, told him, that he was ex-_ 


treamly amazed at his Boldneſs in lying to 
him ſo impudently ; that he necded not to. 
_ diſguiſe himſelf any longer, fince Madam 


de Mionte/pen had told t:m all ; and that he 
might aſſure himſelf, that he would never 
give the leaſt Credit to any thing that he had 


to ſay hereafter ; at the ſame Time, riſing up, 
_ and diſmifling him, withour hearing his Ex- . 


cules, Lauzaun departed tull of Deſpair and 


Rage. 


Vpon 
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_ Upon going out, he met the Duke ds 
Crequi, who ſeeing him quite altered, aſked. 
him the Matter ? to which he replied, that 
he was a Wretch with a Rope about his 
Neck, and that he who would fſtrangle him, 
would be the beſt of his Friends. 
. He proceeded. to Madam de Monteſpan's 
Lodgings, where he affronted her, and gave 
her Language too groſs to-become the Mouth. 
of a Man ot Quality. oe, 
Madam de Monteſpan told him, that ſhe 
confided in the King do her Juſtice ; and to 
him ſhould direfly remit the whole of her: 
Revenge. es GE Wo 
After he had once more given her the 
fouleſt Language, that Deſpair and Rage 
could inſpire him with ; he went to Ma- 
damoiſelle in- this Dejeftion. of Soul and. 
Body :. The Princeſs was deſirous to know 
whence all. this proceeded, and declaring to 
him, that the Matter muſt be very difficult, if 
ſhe endeavoured not to bring a Remedy for. 
it ; Lauzun imparted to her the Converſation: 
he had had with the King, and the Viſit af- 
terwards to Madam de Monteſpan. 

The Princeſs, to. whom Age had given: 
more Experience, blamed Monſieur de Lau- 
241, who had indeed naturally. a Flow of Wit, 
but very little Judgmenr,. for what he had 
done ; telling him that all Truths were not 

| 3 C 6 to 
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| fo be ſpoken at all Times. She apprehend- 


ed the King's Reſentment, and fearing, that 


this ConjunCture might be deſtructive to her 
Pleaſures, ſhe did what ſhe could to enjoy 
them ſtill for the Time, out of a Fear that 
ſhe ſhould not be permitted to have them, 


as often as her Inclination would lead her to. 


them. 


In Effe&, the King anderfluading that 
Lauzun, notwithſtanding his Orders ſo often. 
repeated to the contrary, had again ill-uſed 
Madam 4 Monieſpan, reſolved to have him 
apprehended : Monfieur de Lowvors's Re- 


- montrances, who did not ceaſe to tell him, 


that he could not otherwiſe reduce that Spi- 
rit to Reaſon, were of great Uſe to confirm. 
him in this Reſolution, and to overcome alt 


the Returns of Kindneſs which he had for 


that undeferving Favourite. The Order for 
the ſeizing him was given to the Chevalier 
de Forbin, Major of the Life-guard, who 


preſently conveyed himſelf to Monſieur de 


Lauzun's Houſe, where having learn'd, that 


| he was gone to Paris, he left a Soldier to 
watch near fhe Gate, with Orders to come 


and give him Notice, as ſoon as he ſhould 
be returned. Lauzun arrived about an Hour 
or two after, and the Soldier having given 
the Chevalier de Ferbin Notice of it, who: 


fir placed ſome Guards about the Houle, 


ente red 


"He 
- 


ce SIPs 
entered into it, and found him by the Fire- 
fide, little dreaming of his Misfortune : For 
upon ſeeing the Chevalier come towards 
him z he aſked if the King had ſent for him, 
to which the Chevalier de Forbin anſwer- 
ed, No, but that he had ſent him to demand 


his Sword ; that he was ſorry to be charged 
with fuch a Commiſſion, but under the Obli- 


gation to do whatever his Maſter command- 

ed him, he could not diſpenſe with himſelf 

from executing it. 
It is ealy to \ judge of Lauzun's Surprize, 


_ at fo unexpected a Compliment ; tor altho' 


he had given Cauſe for more rigorous Deal- 
ings, yet ſince Men are more apt to flatter 


than to do themſelves Juſtice, he believed 


that the Kindneſs which the King had always 
ſhewn towards him, would prevail above his 
Reſentment. He afked the Chevalier de 
Forbin, whether he might not ſpeak with 
the King? but the Chevalier telling him that 
it was forbidden y he gave himſelf over to De- 
ſpair. They kept as {tri&t a Guard upon him 

all the Night, as they could have done upon 
the greateſt Criminal in the World ; and the 


Chevalier de Forbin, having on the Morrow 


delivered him into the Hands of Monſieur 
@ Artagnan, Captain Lieutenant of Dragoons, 
Lauzun looked upon himſelf as an undone 


Man; tor D' Artagnan had never been his 


Friend, 
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Friend, and he believed, that he was choſen 
out on Purpoſe, to make the King's Indig- 
nation fit the heavier on him. 

D' Artagnan having Orders from Louvois, 
_ conducted Lauzun to Pierre-en-ciſe, and from 
thence to Pignerol, where they ſhut him up 
in a Room with grated Windows, without 
ſuffering him to ſpeak with any one, having 
only ſome Books for his Companions, to- 
gether with his Valet de Chambre, who was 
not permitted to ſtir out. 

The Afiction he felt, at ſeeing himſelf 
fallen from fo high a Fortune into ſo deplo- 
rable a Condition, foon reduced him to that 
Extremity, that his Life was deſpaired of. ;. 
and he being once fallen into a Lethargy, 
it was ſo credibly believed that he was de- 
ceaſed, that a Courier was diſpatch'd to_ 
Lewis XIV. to give him Notice of his Death ;; 
but in- Six Hours afterwards, there arrived 
another, who brought the News of his Return. 
to Life again; at which there was neither 
Joy nor Grief expreſs'd, I mean. in. general, 
every one eſteeming him already as a. Man 
dead to the World. 

* In the mean time, Madameiſelle being in | 
Deſpair, becauſe the Pleaſures, which "4 
had expected to enjoy with him, were fo 
fuddenly. vaniih'd, ſuffered ſo much the 

more 
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more Torment, in that ſhe durſt not make 


the leaſt Appearance of any. The moſt inti- 
mate of her Friends, endeavoured all they 
could to leſſen her AfMiEtion ; but as they 
could not be always with her, and as by 
Night the Senſes are uſually the moſt tor- 
mented ; they rather contributed to render 
her more wretched, by thus renewing the 
Remembrance of her Misfortune. Her 
greateſt Miſery was, that ſhe had no Pre- 
tence to complain ; for ſince her Marriage 
was ſecret, ſhe truly judged that her Sor- 


rows mult be alſo ſuch, unleſs ſhe could re- 


ſolve to expoſe herſelf to the Laughter, not 
only of her Enemies, but even of all France, 
who had their Eyes turned upon her, to ſee 
after what Manner ſhe would take her good 
Friend's Diſgrace. Nevertheleſs, that did 
not hinder her from taking the Man who 
managed Lauzim's Buſineſs, and making 
him her Steward ; nor from receiving into 
her Service his Gentleman, and the moſt 
faithful of his Domeſticks, who were over- 
 joy'd to fave themſelves in that Port, after 
their Maſter's Shipwreck. 

In the mean time, the King, juſt as if Lau- 
zu had never been. his Favourite, heard 
every Thing that was ſaid of him, withour 
the leaſt Concern, or even anſwering to. it ; 
tor which Reaſon, thoſe who were {til his 

Friends, 
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F riends, and a very tew in Number, dared 


no longer to ſpeak in his Behalf. Nor did 
any preſume to petition for the Count de 
Guiche's Employment, knowing that it had 


| been a ſtumbling Block to the Favourite, 


they feared, leaſt it might have the ſame 


_ Effet towards others ; yet while they were 
in daily Expectation of the Man, to whom: 
| the King would give it : They were all ſur- 


prized, when one Morning at his Riſing, he 


told the Duke de la Fenillade, that if he 


could procure Fifty thouſand Crowns, he 


would give him the reſt to purchaſe the 


Count de Guiche's Employment, to whom: 
he muſt pay down Six hundred thouſand. 
Livres, betore he could have his Reſigna- 


tion. The Duke ge /a Feuillade ſmilingly: 


anſwered the King, that he ſhould eaſily 
procure them, if he would be his Security ; 


_ and after having ſeriouſly thanked. him for 
the Favour which he did him, he took leave 


of him to go to Paris, to tetch the Sum de- 
manded of ] him... 

The News of ' what had: been FI7D, for 
him, being ſpread amongſt all the Courtiers, 


he met a great Number of them; an the Anti- 


chamber and upon the Stairs, who came to» 
make their Compliments ; but without half 
hearing them out, he returned into the 
King's Chamber, to whom he ſaid, that 

Mcn 
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Men need no longer have Recourſe to Saints | 
to ſee Miracles, ſince his Majeſty did greater 
- than all thoſe in Paradiſe; that when he 
- _ came in the Morning, he had been diſre- 
garded by every body ; but that as ſoon as 
the Favour, which had been granted him 
* was known, all preſs'd with Emulation one 
_ after another to make him Proffers of their 
Service; but that they were Proffers of Ser- 
vice after a Court Mode only ; that is, no 
Man had offered him his Purſe, for the 
Fifty thouſand Crowns which he wanted. 
Lhe King Jlaugh'd at the Duke de 1a PFeutl- 
lade's Jeſt, and ſeeing him return in as much 
Haſte as he came, he told him, that he need 
not go ſo faſt, if he had nothing to do at 
Paris, but to get the Money ; that he was 
willing to lend it him, upon Condition only, 
that he ſhould pay it again when he was 
able. 
Thus the King in a ſingle Day, ruined 
__ one Favourite, and raiſed another almoſt in 
as little Time ; for it is apparent, that the 
| Morning whereon the King made the Duke 


4 de la Feuillade this Preſent, his Aﬀeairs were 


in ſo bad a Condition, that one of his Coach 
Horſes being dead, he had not Caſh enough 
by him to purchaſe another. 
Although Monſieur de Lauzun's Diſerace 
| had deprived the Court Ladics of one - 
: - Their 
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their beſt Combatants ; yet ſince every Mo- 
ment preſented them with new Faces, the 
Vigour of thoſe comforted them for the Loſs 
of the other; and he was no ſooner out of. 

Sight, but they forgot all} his Braveries, 
Among thoſe who preſented themſelves to 
ſupply | his Place, the young Duke de Lon- 


 Zueville was without doubt the moſt conſi- 
_ derable, both for Birth and Fortune ; for he 


was deſcended from a Princeſs, who had :# 
poſſeſſed the Crown, before it fell to that 
Branch from whence Lewis was ſprung ; and 
he had an Eſtate of Six hundred thouſand 
Livres a Year in Land, to maintain fo.illuſ- 


trious a Deſcent. As for his Perſon, his 


Youth was accompanied with 2 Fe ne ſai quoy, 
that rendered him agreeablc, tho' he had 


neither ſo good a Preſence, nor ſo graceful _ 
an Air as many otiners had, he failed not to 


pleaſe the Ladies in general ; {o that he no 

ſooner appeared at Court, than they all had 

Deſigns upon his Perſon. i 
The Lady of Marſhal de /2 Ferte was one 


_ of thoſe, and about Thirty-eight Years, 


which had paſt over her Head, not permit- 


ting her to hope, that he would prefer her 
| before ſo many others, who were younger 


and handſomer than herſelf, ſhe believed it 


- would not be amiſs to make ſome Advances, 
which might lerve her inſtead of Merit, One 


Day 


tn). 


Day that the Duke dz Longueville, with ſe- 


veral others, was at Play at her Houſe, 


which was the uſual Rendezvous of all the 
People of Quality, who had nothing to do, 


ſhe intreated him to come to ſee her, at an 
Hour in the Morning, that ſhe knew none 
elle would be there, at which Time, ſhe had 


the Pleaſure of entertaining him with all 


Freedom, but to very little Purpoſe ; for 


this young Nobleman was yet ſo raw in amo- 


rous Myſteries, that he did not underſtand 
the Meaning of an hundred wanton Looks 
and apiſh Tricks ; which would have ſufh- 
ciently advertiſed any other, that had been 
More experienced than himfelt. 

Yet conſidering that the Lady, old as ſhe 


was, had not diſpleaſed him; he came again 


on the Morrow to ſee her at the ſame Hour, 


and finding her at the Toilet, he told her, 


that he would make her a Preſent of an ad- 


mirable Powder ; ſhe asked him what it 


was, and the Duke having replied, that it 


was Puleil ; he had hardly let the Word 


_ fall, when ſhe cryed out, that ſhe would 
diſpenſe with him from ſending for it ; that 
it was an abominable Powder, and that ſhe 
who had invented it, deſerved to be burnt. 
She immediately asked the Duke, whether 


he himſelf made Uſe of it, upon his anfwer- 


ing, Yes, ſhe bid him nor come near her, for 


that. 
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that that Powder was worſe than the Plague. 
The Duke, who knew not what ſhe meant, 
deſired her to explain the Riddle ; the Mare- 
ſcheleſs having enquired of him, whether he 
had not heard of the Count de Saux's Story ? 


to which anſwering in the Negative ; ſhe 
told him, that he muſt be informed of it 


from himſelf, and after that ſhe believed, 
that he would uſe no more Pulvzl. 

She would tell him nothing more until 
her Head was dreſſed ; but when her Drefſer 
was gone, ſhe then told him, that the Count 
de Saux having had an Aſſignation with Ma- 
dam de Cz#uwres, did not come off with Ho- 


 nour, þy reaſon of Pulvi/; and that ſhe 


verily believed, that the ſame Thing would 
befall him, if he were in the like Rencoun- 
ter. The Reproach made the Duke laugh, 
and the Force of Youth, adding Charms to 
the Lady, whom he found not the moſt un- 


- Inviting at her Looking-glaſs ; he told her, 


that he had that very Day indeed uſed Pal- 
vill, but that he would be bound to make 
it appear, that the fame Thing did not be- 
fall him, as happened to the Count de Saux. 
Upon this, he began to grow {ſweet upon - 


| Her, and the Lady ſ-eming angry at his 
_ Boldnefs, in order to provoke him the more, 
reliſted him, till ſhe was in ſuch a Situation, 


as proved to her that what was faid of the 


Count 


is) 


' Count de Saux, was the ſole Effet of his 
own Weakneſs, not of Pulvil. 


The Duke de Longueville was over) joyed 


at his Adventure, and ſhe intreated him to_ 


be ſecret, and gave him to underſtand, that 
' ſhe had a ſevere Huſband, who would "take 
' nothing for Raillery, if he once happened to 
diſcover, that they had any Familiarity 
together. The Duke promiſed her for 
his Diſcretion, and that ſhe ſhould have 


Reaſon to be ſatisfied with his Conduct ; and 
on his Part, he deſired her not to think of 


any Infidelity againſt him ; adding that he 


would forſake her the very Moment, where- 
. 1n any thing of that Nature ſhould come to 


his Knowledge. 

That Law of Fidelity was very ſevere to 
this Lady, who till then had had very little 
Conception of it ; but ſhe was fond of the 
Duke, and reſolved to ſtruggle with her 
Nature to keep her Word with him as long 
as ſhe could. From that Day therefore, ſhe 
diſmiſſed the Marquis Defrar, who endea- 


voured to obtain her Favour, and would 


certainly have found ſpeedy Acceſs, had it 
not been for the Duke de Longueville $ Pro- 
| libition. 


The Marquis Deffiat was a little Man, 
reſolute and brave, tho' he did not love the 
Wars addicted to FRO and incapable 


of 
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of reaſoning, when ſome Fancy had once 


taken him in the Head. He found much 


Severity in the Lady's Command, with 

whom he was almoſt come to a Bargain F:-4 
and not doubting, but that there was ſome 
other Lover in the Field, he immediately 
ſuſpected the Duke de Longueville. His Suſ- 


picions being fallen upon him, although ſhe 


received Viſits from many others, he was 
'vexead to have to do with a Prince, with 
whom he durſt not fight, without expoſing | 


himſelt to dangerous Conſequences. 


Tho? his Paſſion was much ſtronger than 


his Reaſon : He determined before he quar- 


relled with him, to be certainly informed, if 


he were not in a Miſtake, and having for 
that Purpoſe ſent ſeveral Spies abroad ; he 
was one Day adviſed of a Meeting that thoſe 
Lovers were to have together, and wrapt 
himſelf up in a great Cloak, and ſtood 


watching before the Door, that he might be 
the more certain, Whether it were true or 


not. When he had ſeen with his own Eyes, 
that he had been told nothing but Truth, 


he was reſolved to quarrel with the Duke de 
Longueville upon the firſt Opportunity ; and 


having net him ſoon after, he told him in 


his Ear, that he muſt deſire to ſpeak with 


him ; the Duke anſwered him without any 


Emotion, that he ought to learn to know 
himſelt, 
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- himſelf, that he might fight with his Equal 

| but that as for him, he had been inſtruQted 

* never to meddle with Fellows, whoſe An- 
 ceſtors have not been long known. _ 

' This was a ſenſible Reproach to the Mar- 

- quis Deffiat, of whoſe Extraftion the World 

' had no great Opinion ; yet as there were ſe- 
 veral others in the Place, where he had 
' ſpoken to the Duke, he went from him, ij 
' without making any thing appear, and with- | 
out giving any Suſpicion of what had then ; 
| paſſed. The Duke departed in a little time | 
| after; but having ſeveral Attendants in his 
Train, Deffat believed jt proper, to wait | 
\ ſome more favourable Opportunity to get i 
. Satisfaction, both for the Afront which was #3 
- juſt then given him, and the ſtealing away of 
his Miſtreſs. | ey 
In the mean time, the Duke obſervin 
- that Deffiat did not follow him, took that 
\ for an Effet of his Cowardiſe, which was 
_ only an Effect of his Judgment ; and began 
to ſpeak very diſreſpectfully of him upon 
| that Score ; which being reported to Deffat, 
- put him into ſuch an Exceſs of Anger, thar 
| he reſolved to be revenged, though it ſhould 
| prove his utter Ruin. To effect this, he 
_ employed Spies to bring him Notice, when 
the Duke went abroad alone, which he of- 
ten did, having, beſides his Intrigue with. 
the 
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the Marſhal Fert?s Wife, ſome Amours in E 
=: the Town, which gave him Employment ; + 
and within, two or three Days after, one of _ 
| | his Spies having advertiſed, that the Duke * 
| went out all alone in a Chair, and was gone 
to ſame Appointment ; he poſted himſelt 
v8 _ upon the Way, and as the Duke returned | 
| about two Hours after. Midnight, he pre- 
| ſented himſelf before him with a Cane in one _ 
Hand, and a Sword in the other, and called 
| | to him to come out, or he would uſe him _ 
\\' accordingly ; the Duke immediately ordered 
ll | his Chair-men to ſtop, and would have hand- 
ll | led his Sword, but Deffiat aſlaulting him be- | 
| | | fore he had Time to draw it, gave him ſome | 
if Blows with the Cane ; the Chair-men in- 
Ll) ſtantly took the Staves out of the Chair, and. 
would have ſufficiently revenged their Ma- | 
ſter's Afault, had not the Marquis judged 
| it proper to avoid their Fury, by a ſpeedy | 
_ Flight. | 
It is eaſy to comprehend the Duke's De- 
ſpair, after ſo ſenſible an Aﬀront, and how 
much he deſired to revenge it ; he forbad 
the Chairmen ever to ſpeak of this Accident, 
neither did he himſelf to any, but one of. 
his beſt Friends, who adviſed him againſt 
making any Complaint of it; for tho? the. 
'þ King would not failato give the Marquis an 
|, exemplary Puniſhment; - Felt he did not be- 
| | live, 
| } | 
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lieve, that a Prince, who had received ſuch 
an Aﬀront, ought to revenge himſelf by the 
Miniftry of another; he told him, that he 


| had nothing elſe to do, but to cauſe his 


Enemy to be affaſſinated, which indeed was 
the only Method he could take upon ſuch 
an Occaſion ; for tho* it were ungenerous 


to commit Actions of that Nature, yet 


to challenge Defiat would expoſe him again 
to be beaten ; and it was not to the Honour 
of a Prince, to receive two Aftronts {0 near 
upon one another. 

The Duke being reſolved, whatever hap- 
pened, to follow this Advice, ſought atter 
nothing more than an Opportunity of ac- 
compliſhing it, but it was a very diifcult 
Matter z QUDefiat after having committed 
ſuch an Extravagancy, never went abroad 


without being well attended, and was al- 


ways upon his Guard. In the mean time, it 


 happencd that Madam de la Feri? became 


big with Child, which very much alarnvd 


her; ſhe had had no Commerce with her 
_ Huſband, who had long lain wretchedly 
afflicted with the Gout, and ſhe well imagin- 
| ed, that if he once came to the Knowledge 
| of it, he would immediately lock her up for 
| the reſt of her Life. There was therefore a 


Neceſlity of uſing a great deal of Precaution 


ro conceal her great Belly from him ; but 


D ſhe 
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the diſcovered it to. the Duke of Longueville, 
who overjoyed to fee himſelf likely * to have 
Off: ſpring, although he was as yet but very 
young himſelf, grew exceflively tender of 

her. When ſhe was four or five Months 
| gone, ſhe would no longer venture to. go 
m—_ the MarfpaPs Chamber ; bur fitting up 

t play all Night, ſhe lay in Bed all Day, 
had her Meals brought thi ther to her, and 
never roſe till the Gameſters returned, before 
whom ſhe never ſtirred from her Seat, for 
fear they ſhould diſcover, what ſhe moſt 
earneſtly deſired ſhould be concealed from 
all the World. ; 

Aithough the Marſhal miſtruſted nothing, | 
he grew uneaſy with that Manner of living, | 
and ſending for his Wife, ſhe ventured into 
his Chamber, where he reprehended her for 
it to ſome Purpoſe ; but ſhe who wanted 
only a Pretence for not returning thither 
any more, affected to be much offended at 
his Correction, and the Diſcourſe growing 
hot, much ill Language was exchanged; | 
and an Opportunity was ſoon laid hold on 
by the Lady to tell him, that ſhe ſhould not | 
in haſte think proper to ſee him again, 
quitting his Chamber, ſhe never {ct her Foot | 
3n it again, till after her Lying-in. 
| When ſhe was within a Month or fix 
Weeks of her Time the teigned an Indiſ- 
_ 


— 
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poſition to, x{d herſelf of the Company that 


trequented her ; and her Time being come, 
ſhe lay-in in her own Houſe, as if ſhe had been 


with Child by the Marſbal. Monfieur Clz- 


ment delivered her, and the Duke of Lexgae- 
ville, who was preſent at her Labour, under 
a Promiſe of Secrecy, gave him 200 Pittoles. 


Monſieur Clement had many fuch Windfals , 


for in a little Time after, Madam de Monte/- 
pan being again with Child by the King ; 
ſhe had Recourſe to him, and he was brought 
after the ſame Manner, and with the ſame 
Ceremony as before, except in the Difference 


in his Reward, this Time two hundred 


Louiſdores : the ſame Meaſures were always 
vblerved with him, as often as there was need 


of him ; his Gratuity went as far as to Four 
hundred Loviſdores, tor the fourth Child that 


he delivered Madam de Monte/pan of : But 
whether, that it appeared a little too. extraor- 
dinary to this Lady, who was naturally ſa- 


| | VIng, or that ſhe had any other Reaſons for 
it, When ſhe again found herſelf with Child, 


ſhe ſent to agree with him, to ſend her one 
of his Deputies to Mazntenon, where ſhe had 
reſolved to lie-in. She paſſed there for one 


of Madam de Miaintenor's beſt Friends ; the 


Deputy who delivered her, never ſuſpeCting 


 whoſhe was. | DD He W 
But to return to the Duke de Longueville, 
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who finding, as I have already ſaid, no Op- 


portunity to be revenged of Deffiat, he was 
obliged to get in readineſs to follow the 


| King, who had declared War with the 


Dutch. This Campain was extreamly glo- 
rious to Lewis; but fatal to the Duke of 
Lengueville, tor being amuſed at a Debauch, 


an Hour or two before the King made 


his Troops paſs over the Rhine; the Effets | 
of the Wine cauſed him unhappily to diſ- | 
charge a Piſtol againſt the Enemy, who had 
already talked of ſurrendering, which was 
the Reaſon that they diſcharged again upon 
him, and upon the Chief of the King's Ar- 


my, of which ſeveral were ſlain, and the 
Duke de Longueville among the reſt, who was 


the ſole Cauſe of this Misfortune *. 
" The News of it being carried to Porzs, 


overcame Madam Ferie with Grief, as well 


as many other Ladies, who had an Intereſt 


* Voltaire relates this Circumſtance as follows : 
«« Not a ſingle Perſon would have been killed, had it 
not been -for the Imprudence of the young Duke de 
Longueville. It is ſaid that his Head being flled with 
the Fumes of Wine, he fired a Piſtol upon thoſe of the 
Enemy, who begged their Lives upon their Knees, 
Crying out to them, No Yuarters to ſuch Scoundrels. The 
Shot killed one of the Officers ; upon which the Dutch 
Infantry in Diſpair, inſtantly re-took to their Arms, 


_ and made a Diſcharge, by which the Duke de Lorgae- 


Ville was killed.” = 
Th) 
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in that young Prince's Perſon; he was in- 


deed generally lamented by all, except Def-, 


| who was thereby rid of a powerful Ene- 

In making an Inventory of his Papers, 
they found his laſt Will and Teſtament, 
which he had made a little before his Ive- 
parture. All Men were ſurprized to fee, 


' that he acknowledged in it the Son which 


he had by this Lady, and left him Five hun- 


dred thouſand Livres. 


This News was ſoon noiſed through the. 
Town, the Lady was adviſed of it by Ma- 
dam de Bertillac her very good Friend, who. 
at the ſame time warned her to have a Care, 
leait it ſhould reach the Ears of her Huſ- 


band ; ſhe ſeemed at firſt almoſt mad to ſee 


her Buſineſs become thus publick, but Time 
brings Comfort in almoſt every Thing, and 


ſhe could at laſt hear it diſcourſed of with- 
out bluſhing. The King ſeemed to rejoice 
in the great Reſemblance between the 
Duke de Lengueville's Adventure and his 
own, viz. that of each having a Child born 
of a married Woman ; he was deſirous, thar it 
might ſerve him for a Precedent to legiti- 


mate his own Children, whenever he ſhould 
. haveaMind toit; and accordingly ſent an Or- 
der to the Parliament of Paris, to legitimate 

_ the Duke de Longueville's Son, without any 
Obligation to name the Mother, which was 
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| however contrary to the Laws and Coftoms 


of the Realm. 
When the firſt Noife this News had made 


_ was aA little over, Madam Ferte, who ſaw 


her Reputation loſt amongſt all People of 
Honour, refolved to caſt off the little Con- 


tinency ſhe had left. She tried all thoſe | 
who were glad to be contented with the 


Duke de Longueville's Leavings, and with-the 
Leavings of ſeveral others; and having ce- 
mented a ſtrong Friendſhip with Madam de 
Bertillac, one of the fineſt Creatures in Paris, 
they became Confidents to each other, and 
gave a Looſe to all Manner of Pleaſure. Ferte 
had a Footman, who was afterwards broke 
on the Wheel ; he had one of the fineſt Heads 


of Hair in the World, and Detra&tion would | 


have it, that he had a great Share of his 
Miſtreſſes £00d AﬀeRions. 

' Madam de Berillac's great Intimacy with 
this Lady, did not at all pleaſe Monſieur 4e 
Bertillac her Father-in-Law, who feared that 


whilſt his Son was in the Army, his Daugh- | 
' ter-in-Law might be diſgraced ; but that | 


was already done, ſhe had not been able. 
to hear Madam Ferie talk of the Pleafure | 
that there was in playing a Huſband falſe, 
without having a Deſire to try it. However | 
Monſieur de Bertillac held as ſtrict a Hand | 


over her as poſſible ; had a conſtant Eye | 


upon 
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upon her, and often recommended to her to 
have her Honour always in View. But he 
was too much employed in the Truſt repoſed 
in him by the King, to be able to anſwer for 
his Daughter-in-Law's Condu&, and was 
therefore eaſily deceived. 

In the mean time Madam 4e Ber::i!lac, be- 
ing one Day at the Play with Madam Ferte ; 
the latter took Notice of /e Baſque the cele- 
_ brated Dancer, for his uncommon Agility, and 
was determined to be better acquainted with 
him. Madam Fert&s Ingenuity, in declaring 
thus to Madam de Ber:{illac, obliged her alfo to 
open her Heart; who declared, that for her 
Part, if ſhe was curious of any Thing, i it was 
in knowing, whether Baron the Comedian, 
was as agreeable in Converſation as upon the 
Stage. This Confidence was followed by 

the Approbation of Ferte , ſhe exalted Baron's 
_ Merit, that Madam Bertillac might com-. 
mend le Baſque ; and each encouraging the 
other, to put this Adventure in Practice, they 
were no ſooner gone from the Play, bur they 
reſolved to write to theſe two Men, to eg 
their Company for a Moment. 

Baron and le Baſque were not a little fur- 
prized at the Honour done them, and failed 
not to return a polite Anſwer ; the Inter- 
view was at St, Clou, and the Ladies return- 
ed fo well ſatisfied, that they agreed between 

D 4 them- 
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themſelves, that it ſhould not be the laſt 
Time they would enjoy their Converſations. 
They imparted to each other what had hap- 
Ppened, and were obliged to confeſs unani- 
 mouſlly, that Men of Quality were not al- 
ways the moſt agreeavle. 

In the mean time Madam de Bertllac 
cave herſclf over to ſuch Extravagance, that 
ſhe could not be a Moment without Baren ; 


and having underſtood that he had loſt a q 


very conſiderable Sum at Play, ſhe forc- 
ed him to take her Jewels, which were 
worth Twenty thouſand Crowns. Bur it 
happened to her Misfortune, that one of her 
Father-in-Law's Friends being to go to a 
 Publick Place, ſhe prayed him to bor. 
row them for her of his Daughter, and 
Monſieur de Bertiillac being very glad to 
oblige that Lady, bid Madam Berzillac lend 
them to her, which extreamly perplex'd 
her... 
She was at firſt exceſſively confuſed, 
Monſieur dz Bertillac believed, that as ſhe 
loved Gaming, ſhe had played away, Or 
pawned ſome Part of them ; and preſſing her 
to tell him where, that he. might be able to 
redeem them, ſhe confounded herſelf more _ 
and more, by ſaying ſometimes, that ſhe had 
lent them to one of her Friends, and ſometimes _ 
that they were with a Jewellcr, who had them 


to. 
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to alter. Monſieur de Bertillac, who was a 
Man of Experience, plainly perceived there 
was ſome Myſtery in the Matter ; but not 
| being able to get any Thing more out of her, 
| he was forced to declare the Buſineſs in the 
Family ; and after ſeveral Stories, ſhe at 
length confeſſed, that ſhe had given them to 
HDaron, which ſhe endeavoured' to diſguiſe, } 
_ under the Name of lending them. Her Re- | 
lations went immediately to the Player, who | 
at firſt denied the Matter, believing it to be. | 
only a Matter of Suſpicion ; but underſtand- _ | 
ing in a Moment after, tnat Madam de Ber- | 
iliac herſelf, had been obliged to make a | 
Diſcovery, and that they had already ac- 
quainted the King with it, ſo that it migat 
prove his Ruin; he choſe to reſtore 
them, and avoided thereby a great deal of' 
Trouble. -- © | oY = 
Monſieur: de Bertillac believing, that his 
Son, who was in the Army, could not fail 
being adviſed of what had paſſed, thought 
that it was beſt to give him Notice of it him- 
ſelf before any other : But Madam de Bertil- 
lac, who had a great Power over her Huſ- 
band's Spirit, having, prevented him by a 
Letter, Monſieur de Berizllac. was very much: 
ſurprized, when. inſtead of Thanks, as he 
expected from his Son, he received nothing; 
but Complaints, as if his Wife were much in- 
D xs: ured, 


On » Tn 
Jjured. , Madam de Bertillac catried her Art- 
fullneſs yet farther ; ſhe defired her Huſ- 
band to ſuffer her to retire into a Convent, 
faying, that ſhe could no longer live with 
Monſieur de Bertillac, the Father, who uſed 
her after ſuch a Manner, as that had he not 
been her Father in-Law, ſhe ſhould have 
| believed, he had himſelf been defirous of 
her, ſince he was become fo extravagantly 
m__ T7775. res 

| This News tormented her Huſband in- | 
conceivably, who tenderly loved her, and was | 
tar enough from believing her falſe, and at- 
tributing the whole Fault to his Father, the 
| Remainder of the Campaigne ſeem*d to him = 
a thouſand Years, in ſo much Hafte was he 
to go and comfort this dear Spouſe. In the 
mean time, he defired his Father to leave 
his Wife in Repoſe, of whoſe Virtue he was 
fufficiently perſuaded, to believe none of all 
| thoſe Reports, which ran abroad to her Diſ- 
advantage ; and as for her, he wrote to her 
by no Means to go into a Convent, unleſs 
ſhe defired to kiil him with Grief ; to have 
Patience until the End of the Campaigne, 
and after that he would put every Thing in 
Order. In EffeR, as ſoon as he returned, 
he would not hear of any Thing to her Pre- 
judice ; he lived with her as he had been 
accultomed, and ſhe continued to increafe 


\ her 
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her Influence over him till Death, which 

foon after happened, and put a final Stop to it. 
Madam 4e Bertillac*s Death made Madam 


Ferts examine herſelf. She told ſome of her 
Friends, that ſhe would renounce all the 


Vanities of the World; but ſince ſhe had ſaid 


_ as much after the Duke de Longueville's 
Death, and yer had [ape nothing of it ; 
It was not at all 

| keep her Word any better this Time. In 


lieved that ſhe would. 


which none were deceived, for her Hul- 
band's Death having ſer her at full Liberty 


' ſhe promoted an infinite Number of Fellows, 


who were yet more unworthy to ſucceed /e 


Baſque. The Chevalier Grippefeu kept her 


until he was tired of her, to whom the Abbe 


Lignerac ſacceeded ; and as ſhe gave him a 


Part in her Bed, fhe obliged him to give her 
a Share of his Purſe. At laſt the Abbe hav- 
ing quitted the Mother-in-Law for the 
Daughter-m-Law ; ſhe was afterwards re- 
duced to give herſelf up to du Pre, who 


taught her all the Tricks of Cards, and low 
Cunning, to bubble together with himſelf 


all thoſe, who were Fools enough to expect 
fair Play with a Woman, who had ſo long 
ſince renounced all Honour and Honeſty. 

Madam Ferte's Example had moved the 
Dutcheſs de la Fert? to be not more virtu- 


ous. However, as ſhe was younger and 
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handfomer, ſhe did not judge it proper to 
expole herſelf to all the World, as her Mo- 
ther-in-Law did ; but on the contrary, pre- 
ſuming that ſhe had Beauty enough to touch 
the Dauphin's Heart ; ſhe began to make 
Love to him, and that ſo openly, that the 
| World could not look upon her want of 
Modeſty, without bluſhing for her. 

Her Mother, who had been Governant 
to the Dauphin, and who had married ano- 
ther of her Daughters to the Duke of Yanta- 
dour, of whoſe Conduct ſhe was already not 
too well ſatisfied ; ſoon perceiving her 
Daughter's Deſigns, reſolved to ſtop the 
 Courle of them, to preſerve what was left 
of Reputation in her Family. She there- 
fore told the Dutcheſs de 1a Ferte, all that a 
Mother's Experience and Authority ceuld 
dictate to her: But her Remonſtrances only 
made her conceal from her, what ſhe expol- 
ed to the Eyes of all others. For one Day, 
having found the Dauphin in a good Hu- 
mour, ſhe ſaid ſome confident Things to him 
and the Prince having praiſed the Beauty of 
her Hair, which was indeed very lovely, 
and of a fine Colour ; ſhe told him, that if 
he was to ſee her Head undreſs'd, he would 
be much better pleaſed, and that it he choſe 
it, ſhe would give him that Satisfaction z and 
ſtooping her Head at the ſame Time, thought 


prop. 
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proper to beindecent inaDegree, which Mo- 
deſty forbids me to explain. The Prince 
being then very young, the Dutcheſs de /a 
Ferte's Aftion confounded him. But the 
Bluſh, which at the ſame Time appeared in 
his Face, with ſome other Circumſtances that 
were obſerved, made the Lady conceive 
ſhe had not wholly loſt her Time. 

But the Prince gave her no Leiſure to 
purſue her RefleCtions ; he went away in- 
ftantly, and ſhe had Confidence enough to 
ſpread various Reports, to the Diſhonour 
of him. 


The King having been acquainted with 


'it, told Madam Fert?, that he was not at 


all ſatisfied with her Daughter's Behaviour, 
and commanded her to warn the Dutcheſs 
to a more honourable Conduct ; otherwiſe 
he ſhould be obliged to tell her Huſband to 
look after it. In the mean time, the Duke 
 wasa Man, who took no great Care, either 
of his Wife's Reputation or of his own, and 
provided that he might drink, and freq! at 
bad Houſes, he valued not the Opinion oi 
Men, nor what might happen ; he was 
_ conſtantly with a Company of lewd young 
Fellows, whoſe brave Exploits conſiſted 
only in promoting a Debauch, even to the 
laſt Extremity, So that the Wenches, how 


bold. 
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bold or impudent ſoever, never ſaw them 
enter their Houſes without trembling. 
About this Time an A& of wanton 
Cruelty was exerciſed on a Wafer-maker, 
- who loſt his Life by it. 
T his Exceſs of Debauchery, or rather of 
Madneſs, was made known to the King. 
But the greater Part of thefe deſperate Men 


bring related to the Court, and even to | 
the Miniſters ; he thought it proper, m | 


Conſideration of their Families, to content 
himſelf with their Baniſhment ; their Reta- 
tions found this Sentence fo mild, in Com- 
pariſon of what they deſerved, that they 
returned publick Thanks to the King for 
it, confefling, that ſo enormous a Crime, 
 merited nothing leſs than Death. 

| The Noiſe of this Frolick being a good 
deal leſſened, the Kindred of thoſe who were 
baniſhed, ſolicited their Return; the 
Dutcheſs de Ja Fert? indeed, wiſh'd her 
Huſband might remain where he was, for 


Reaſons which I will relate in a few Words. _ 


When ſhe perceived, that fhe in vain pre- 

tended to the Conqueſt of the Dauphin, ſhe 

| fell ro the firſt Comer, with whom ſhe had 

no Reaſon at all to be contented. For 
fome one made her a very bad Preſent; 

and the having no Experience 1n a certain. 

Llineſs 
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Hineſs that incommoded her, took a Reſo- 
lution to go 2xcog. to an eminent Surgeon, 
to be better informed of it. Being arrived, 
ſhe declared her Buſineſs to him without 
any Ceremony ; telling him, that ſome 


Days ſince, ſhe had felt an Indiſpolition, 


- which made her fear, that her Huſband, 


| who was ſomething debauched, had not 
had that Conſideration for her, which he 


 bught to have had. The Surgeon who had 
been accuſtomed to hear every Day ſuch 
Things caſt upon the Huſbands, whereot 


they for the moſt Part were innocent ; told 


her, that he was fo wearied out with theſe 


kind of Stories, that he could no longer. 


have any Complaiſance for thoſe that told 
_ them ; that without giving herſelt farther 
Trouble in accuſin;; her Husband, ſhe 
ſhould think only of putting herſelf into 
ſome ſpeedy Courſe of Cure. 

When ſhe heard that, ſhe told him, he 
had ſo great a Confidence in him, that ſhe 
would put herſelf entirely into his Hands ; 
and at the fame Time naming herfelt, much 
ſurprized the Surgeon ; he aſked her Par- 
don for the Freedom he had taken, excuiing 
himſelf, that {ince the greateſt Proftitutes 
frequently entertained him with the ſame 


Language which ſhe had uſed, he thought 
himſelf 
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himſelf obliged to make her thoſe Anſwers, 


that were occaſioned, by not having the 
Honour to know her. 


The Dutcheſs eaſily pardoned him ; up- 


on Condition, that he ſhould ſoon diſ- 
patch the Buſineſs. | 
In the mean time, fince it was very tire- 


ſome for her to be alone continually, ſhe 


rmitted Monſieur the Advocate, the Ma- 
ſter of Requeſts to viſit her, who had long 


ſince made Love to her, without being 


. able to obtain any Favour. Monſieur the 


Advocate, was the Son of a Jew of the 
Cay of Paris, who after having got an_ 
_ Eſtate of two Millions by his Uſury, ſuf- 

fered himſelf to die with Cold to fave Fi- 
ring. His Mother was alſo of the Jewiſh 


Race, Nevertheleſs, with all that, he was 
eſteemed a Man of Quality ; and though 
he was of the long Robe, he never was ſa 
| Pleaſed, as when he was in Company 
with Gentlemen of the Sword, to whom 


he ſerved for a Diverſion. He affected to 
appear a Huntſman, tho' he underſtood 


not one Term. of the Profeſſion ; and if he 
ever chanced to diſcharge a Gun, he turn- 
ed his Head back, leſt the Fire ſhould ſeize 
| his Hair. He was a great Talker likewiſe 
and” a great Liar, but. withal the beſt na- 
red © tured 
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tured Man in the World, offering every 
Man his Service, but never ſerving any 
one. 
The Reputation which he had of being 
no dangerous Man with the Women, to 
whom it was ſaid, that he could do neither 


Good nor Harm, having made the. 


Dutcheſs de /a Ferte believe, that he would 
perceive leſs of the Reaſon which kept her 
a Bed than any other ; ſhe allowed him to 
come and viſit her. He proteſted to her, 
that after Marks of ſo great a Diſtinction, 
he would live and die her very humble Ser- 
vant z and to give her more eſſential Teſti- 
monies of his Attachment, he ſwore to her, 
that neither herſelf or any of her Friends, 

ſhould ever have a Suit depending before 
him, but he would be favourable ; it ſhould 
be enough for him to know, that ſhe had a 
| Concern 1n it, 

_ After a Thouſand other Proteſtations of 
Service of the like Nature, he at length 


' returned to the Love, which he had ſolong 


| ago had for her; and cndeavouring to make 
| his Eyes agree with his Words, he turned 
| them languiſhing upon her, aſking her, it 


| ſhe was reſolved to be his Death? The 


\ Putcheſs told him, it was apparent, that 


ſhe had no ſuch Deſign, as he himſelf 


might 
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mioht eaſily judge ; fince ſhe had fent For 


him, well remembring, that he had feve- 


ral Times told her, he could not live with- | 
out ſeeing her. This Anſwer made the 


Advocate begin again his Complements, 
which would not have had an End, if ſhe 
had not interrupted them to aſk him, how | 
he managed Loniſen D* Arquien. He bluſh'd | 
at that Queſtion, and the Dutcheſs perceiv- 


ing it; told him, that ſhe eſteemed Men 
_ that had ſome Modeſty, that it was indeed 


true, that this Girl being a common Profſ- 
titute, it was not over creditable to viſit herz | 
but fince that the Count de Saax, the Mar- 

quis de Camardon, and the Duke de la Fert? 


himſelf did the ſame, it could not be more 


diſgraceful for him to viſit her, than it was | 
for ſo many Perſons of Quality ; that, pro- 
vided he did not entertain her publickly 


as was reported, there was no great Harm 


in it ; but that for her Part, ſhe never could [ 
believe any ſuch Thing, having always 


thought him too diſcreet for that Action. | 


Monſieur the Advocate, having loudly af- | 
firmed, that it was a Lye, and even would | 
have gone about to have proved, that he had | 


| never ſeen her; the Dutcheſs gave him an Op- | 


portunity of excuſing himſelt, by turning the 
Converſation, He therefore told her, that he 
_ had 
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had never been with Louiſon D' 4rquicn 
but with Company; and thinking to ſay 
the fineſt Things in the World, he ſwore 


to her, that what Beauty ſoever thoſe kind 
of Women had, he made a very great Dit-_ 


terence between ſuch, and a Perlon of her 
In the mean time ſhe was almoſt fcan- 


 dalized at the Compariſon which he ſeemed 


to have made, between her and LZoui/on 


D' Arquien ,, tor notwithſtanding tits Dif- 
ference which he alledged, ſhe could not 
torbear being offended at it, and probably, 
| for that being conſcious of the Courſe of 
_ Life which ſhe herſelf led, ſhe took it as a 


private Hint, which the Advocate would 
have given her ; but when ſhe conſidered, 
that he was of no malicious Nature , and 
that theſe Words had eſcaped him rather 


_ by Chance, than out of any ill Purpoſe ; 


ſhe appeaſed her Anpger, and the Converſa- 

tron ended. 
On-the Morrow he returned to viſit the 

Dutcheſs, and found her ill ; ſhe had that 


| Day taken ſtrong Phyſick, and ſhe very 


much complained of the Pains which ſhe 
ſuffered, attributing them to the Medicine, 


Which ſhe had taken, whereof there {till re- 
' mained about Half a Glaſs upon the Table. 
He 
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He took the Glaſs, and ſwallowing it, ſaid, 


that he could not endure to ſee the Perſon, 

whom he loved beſt in the World in Pain, 
while he himſclf was in perfe& Health. 

 Fhe Dutcheſs could not forbear laugh- 


ing at the Extravagancy, which the Maſter 


_ of Requeſts however cried up, as a Mark | 
_ of the greateſt Love that ever was givenz | 


but afterwards reflefting, that this Phyſick 


might poſſibly hinder him from going 
_ abroad the next Day, and conſequently, 


that he ſhould not be able to ſee the 
Dutcheſs; he fetched ſuch Sighs and 


Groans, as made her laugh, and put an |} 


End to this Comedy ; for the Effe&ts im- 
mediately ſeizing him, he hardly had Time 


to get to his Coach and retire Home. 


The Mercury in the Medicine ſuficient- 
ly tormented him all that Night, and the 


next Day; being prevented by it viſiting 


the Lady. He acquainted her in a Billet, 


© That he could not have the Honour ta 
ſee her, until he was entirely recovered 


« of his Indiſpoſition ; and in the mean 


« time prayed her to believe, that he did | 


<« not take thePhyſick as a Remedy againſt 


« ] ove, but to ſhew her, that he ſhould be 
«* fond of her during his Life”. 


_ The Dutcheſs read over and over che 
Billet 


410) -- 
Billet with Wonder, how a Man, Fifty 
Years old and upwards, who had ſeen ſo 


much of the World, could make himſelf ſo 
great a Fool; and being glad to continue 


diverting herſelf with him, ſhe was very 
' impatient to ſee him again. The Advo- 
_ cate, after having ſuffered for two Days 


all that could be ſuffered from that Kind 
_ of Phyſick, came to tell her, that at length 
he was freed from the Illneſs that he had 
endured; that he wiſhed her Health equal 
to that which he enjoyed, and that if he' 
knew, that the doing once more of that 
which he had done, would advance her 
Cure, he was ready to devote himſelf to 


all Manner of Torments for her Love. 


The Dutcheſs thanked him for his good = 


Wil}, and told him, that, beginning to be 
a little better, ſhe was in Hopes her Dil- 


_ eaſe would ſoon leave her. That however, 


| as her Body recovered, her Mind grew 


; ſick ; thatſhe wanted Two hundred Piſtoles 


for an urgent Occaſion, and that not know- 

\ ing where to get them, ſhe could not take 
any Reſt either Day or Night. 

' Though the Advocate was, as I have 

| before obſerved, a rich Man's Son yet three 

| Things contributed to render him not 

much at his Eaie, The firſt was, that his 


Father 


Father had left behind him a great many | 
Children ; the ſecond was,, that his Jewiſh 
Mother, who poſſefled Halt the Eftate, 
was ſtill alivez and the other, that he 
had purchaſed an. Office, which had coſt 
| him a great deal, but brought him no 
large Revenue. AU this was the Cauſe, | 
that he was often put to his Shifts for ready | 
Money. He could not at that Inftant of- 
| fer the Dutcheſs the Two hundred hang 


T0 1 


which ſhe had Occaſion for ; but he pro 


miſed to bring them to her on the Marrow, | 
and was as good as his Word. 


As ſoon as the ſaw the Advocate arrive 
with a Purſe, ſhe embraced him with all 


Appearances of Tenderneſs ; and the Ad- 


vocate being thereby provoked to Things, 


which ſurpaſſed, it ſeems, his natural Force, - 
endeavoured not to let ſlip an Occaſion, 
which was not every Day preſented to him, 


and againſt which the Dutcheſs made no 
Manner of Reſiſtance. 
In fine, whether the Dutcheſs had for- 


gotten the Rule of living, which the Sur- 


geon had ordered her, or whether ſhe 
imagined herſelf in Poſſeſſion of ſome 
body more agreeable than the Advo- 


cate, ſhe accorded him the laſt Favour for | 
_ his Money. The Advocate was not very 
impor- 
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importunate z, be contemed himſelf with a 


| ſingle Teſtimony of the Dutcbels's Amity, 


and went Home the moſt fatifhed Man in 
| the World, muling only upon the Great- 
neſs, whereunto he was called, and became 
yet more filly, and more vain than ever. 

In the mean time, being very careful of 
| his Health, and having heard it (aid, that 


Exceſs of every Thing was hurtful, he ſtaid 
three or four Days without returning to the 


Dutcheſs, at the End of which, he began 


to find himſelf unexpectedly ill. He could 


hardly give Way to a Thought which ſtart- 


led in his Mind, conſidering that the moſt 
incredulous had believed when they had 
| ſeen; he began to be convinced of. 


what he ailed, and to be the more aſſured 
| of it, he had a Recourſe to Phyſicians, 


who told him, that he was not deceived. 


In the mean time, it cannot be ſaid, whe- 
ther this Accident filled him more with 


 Spite or with Joy. For on one Side, it he 


thought that the Dutcheſs had done 11] 
by him in thus treating him; on the 
other he conſidered that ſhe was ſtill a 
Dutcheſs; and Vanity having a great 
Power over him, he concluded with him- 


 {elf, that the Favours of fuch Perſons, be 


| they what they may, were never to be de- 
ipiſed, 
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ſpiſed. "He joined alſo another Conſidera- 


tion to this Refleftion ; viz. that this Ac- 
cident being ſpread Abroad in the World, 


would re-eſtabliſh his Reputation among 
the Women, who having until then taken 


him for a Kinſman of the Marquis de Lan- 
gues; that is, 'for a Man who muſt have 


been divorced, if he had had' a Wife, 
would now be obliged to confeſs themſelves | 
ſomewhat miſtaken. 


| It was for that Reaſon als; that he had 
ſo publickly kept Lowiſon D* Arquien, of 


whom the Dutcheſs upbraided him. In- | 
ſtead therefore of concealing himſelf, as 


another would have done, he went pub- 


lickly into a Courſe of Phyſick ; and his 


intimate Acquaintance doubting his Dil- 


eaſe, he confirmed them in their Suſpicion, 
and made a Gallantry of it, as vain young | 


Fellows would have done. 


In the mean time, this Circumſtance, 

| which he believed fo advantageous to his Re- 
' putation, was more hurtful to his Fortune 
_ than he was aware. Lewis having heard of | 


his Diſorder, loſt the little Eſteem he 
had of him, and denied him the Of- 
ce of Mayor of the City of Paris, which 


he was inclined to give him upon the Re- | 
commendation of Monſieur de Pompone his 
Brother- 
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Brother-in-Law, who was one of his Mi- 


_niſters. 

1: Monſieur the Advocate 5 Adventure, 
which all the World failed not to impute 
to the Dutcheſs de la Ferte, gave her Mo- 
ther very great Vexation ; nor was ſhe bet- 
ter cotitented withe Dutcheſs de Vantadour, 
who accuſed her Husband of i! Uſage in 
_ the fame Way ; and under that Pretence, 
that he was debauched, gave herſelf up en- 
tirely to Menſieur de Tilladet, Louvois's 


Couſin. The Duke de YVantadour was a 


little Man, very falſe and diſſer-pling, but 
| wanted not Courage. Flaving had ſome 
Hints of his Wife's Intrigue, he reſolved to 


\ watch her ſo narrowly, as to take her in 


the Fact. For this Purpoſe, he permitted 
| her to make a Journey with the Dutcheſs 
D* Aumont his Siſter, reaſonably gueſling, 
that if there were any Truth in what was 
told him, the Gallant would not fail to 


meet her upon her Way. In the mean 


time, he took Horle to obſerve their Mo- 


tions, and arrived every Evening 7ncog. at 
the ſame Inn where his Wite lodged. He 
| had not held this Courſe above five or ſix 


Days, when he ſaw Monſicur de Til/z- 
fet arrive Poſt, who was in ſuch Haſte to 
{te Madam de Vantadonr: that he did not 


-—_ give 
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give himſelf. Time, ſo much as to take off 
his Boots, or even to bruſh off the Duſt.. 
He pretended to. the Duke D* Aumont, ths . 


he was alſo upon a Journey, and that 
Chance had brought him into the Inn. 


But the Duke de Yantadour, who knew 


very well what to think of it, not giving 
them Leiſure to enter into a long Conver- 


ſation, went up Stairs immediately with his 


Sword in Hand, and Ls the whole 
Company. 

..- The Duke If dnwons.. who at firſt 
| had married Monſieur de Louviis's Siſter, 
Monſieur © Tilladet's Couſin German, 
took his Part againft the Duke &e 


Vantadeur his Brother in-Law ; alledging 
for a Reaſon, that the Duke had ſo little 


Conſideration for him, as to come even to 
his Chamber, to aſſault a Man, who had 
never given him any Cauſe to be his Ene- 
my ; with the Help of his Servants, he 


prevented all Miſchiet ; and having under- 


ſtood, that there was Jealouly in the Caſe, 
he adviſed the Dutcheſs of Yarntadeour, to 
beware going with her Huſband, who 
would carry her away by Force, which Ad- 

vice ſhe punctually followed. 
The Dutcheſs ds Yantadour's Denial, 
put her Huſband into an abſolute Fury ; 
and 
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and he being very quarrelſome, challenged 


the Duke D* Aumont to fight, and gave him 
mighty abuſive Language z but the Duke 


D' Aumont did not think himſelf obliged to 


take any Notice of it, becauſe it proceeded 
from a Man, who had no great Eſteem in 


the World. 
In the mean time, the Duke de antes 


dour having been forced to depart without 
his Wife, complained to the King, that the 


Duke D* Aumont had I:ept her from him ; 
the greateſt Men of the Court intereſted 


themſelves in this Quarrel ; and the Prince 
of Conde, who was the Duke de Vantadour's 


Kinſman, ſaid ſome bitter Things to Ma- 
dam Ferte, who, pretending, to excule her 


Daughter and the Duke D' ums;:t, endea- 
 voured to diſhonour the Duke de YVanta- 


| dour. The King forbid fighting on either 
Side; and having taken Cognizance of the 
| Buſineſs, he layed all the Blame upon the 
Duke; and he permitted his Wile cither to 


return to him, or retire into a Religious. 


Houſe, as it ſhould be agreeable to her. 


Neither of theſe rwo Conditions very 


well pleaſed the Dutcheſs, who had rather 
have had a third, had it been in her Choice, 
Which was toremain with the Dutcheſs D*.4u- 
 mont her Silter, where ſhe might have every 
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Day ſeen Monſieur de Tilladet ; but the 
King having pronounced the Sentence, It 
was her Part to ſubmit to his Judgment, 
which ſhe did, by retiring into a ſmall 
Convent in the Suburb of St. Marbeau, 
where Monſieur de Tilladet ſaw her twice 
or thrice mcg. by the Supertor's Con- 
tent. :: 
_. Whileallthis paſt, Mademe took a Maid | 
of Honour, whoſe Beauty created Deſires 
in all the Courtiers, and Jealouſy in all 


her Companions, She was of a moſt ra- | 


 viſhing Shape ; ſo that Detra&tion, that is 


uſed to catch at every thing, was here ata | 


Loſs, every one confeſſing, that they had 
never ſeen any thing ſo accompliſh'd as this 
amiable Perſon. The King, who at this 
Time loved Madam de Monteſpan, rather 
irom an Habit, than out of Paſſion, had 
no ſooner ſeen her, but he was charmed 
with her, Being unwilling to make Love 
any more like a young Man, but like |. 
a great King, - he employed a third Perſon | 
to talk with her; and to the Fnd, that 
his Proffers of Service might be the better 
received, he accompanied them with a | 
_ Pearl Necklace. and a Pair of Diamond 
Pendants of great Value. 

In the mean time, Madam de Monte/- 


pan 


«< 7). 
pan was in Fear, leaſt this young Beauty 
ſhould rob her of the Prince's Heart, 
with whom ſhe had had a falling out 
lome tew Days before. For pretending 
that he ought to treat her ſtill as he had 
done in the | Beginning ; ſhe taxed him with 
want of Complaiſance for her; and becauſe 
Lewis made anlwer, that they had been too 
| Jong acquainted to obſerve ſo much Cere- 


mony, ſhe was ſo tranſported with Paſſion, 


as to Jay very unbecoming Things to him. 
She began with reproaching him with all 
that ſhe had done for him ; that ſhe had for- 
ſ:ken her Houſe, her Children, her Huſ- 


| band, and her Honour for him; that 


there was no manner of Complaiſance, that 


ſhe did not continually expreſs to engage 
him; that he was of late become very cold 


and indifferent z that if Years had brought 


upon her any ImperfeCtions, he ought not 
10 attribute them to her, but to Time, that 


deltroys all Things: However, that ſhe 
could not yet perceive, that there was ſo 
great an Alteration in her Perſon ; but that 


lor him, ſhe could lay, nevertheleſs, with- 
out any Deſign of Anger to him, that tho? 


h: had great Caule to be thankful to Na- 
ture, yet that he was not exempted of all 
Manner of Faults; that he had one great 
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one amongſt the reſt, which he perhaps 
never perceived ; but that ſhe had been 
very ſenſible of it, without ever making 
any Complaints, becauſe ſhe believed, that 
none cught to take ſuch os Notice 
ct thoſ: they loved. 
Lewis, whom none durſt ever upbraid_ 
(brfore, was extreamly moved to hear Ma- 
clam de Aonteſpan ſay thele Things, tor 
whom he had done no leſs than ſhe had for. 
Jim; for if ſhe had forſaken her Houſe, 
Children and Hufband, he had abandoned 
ſor her, the Care of his Reputation, which 
was very much blemiſh'd, for having loved 
a Woman, who had ſo great Reaſons to 
is more diſcreet, However, fince we are 
more ſen{ible of the Injuries which we re- 
ceive from Perſons we love, than we are 
of thoſe which we receive from ſuch as are 
1ndifferent to us ; he ſuffered not this Re- 
| proach to fall thus to, the Ground, but de- 
manding of Madam de Mon/eſpan, what 
his Faults then were ; he provoked her to 
declare them, by informing her of her own: 
At this ſhe was incenled, and replyed, 
" If ſhe had thoſe Impertections where- 
©« Got he had accuſed her. ſhe had no often- 

« ſive Smells about her.” 
This was little els than affirming, that 
the 
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the King was not without them ; and it is 


impoſiible to expreſs, the Manner in which 
| he took this Reproach : He told Madam 
de Monteſpan ſuch Things, as were enough 


to have touch'd her, had ſhe had any 
Senle of Virtue remaining in her. Put having 
entirely given herſelf up to her Paſſions ; 
| ſhe was no more moderate in the Anſwer 
_ which ſhe gave him, than ſhe had been in 
_ the Beginning of this Converſation. 
While this Quarrel was in Agitation, the 
Prince de Mar/ilhac came to the Cloſet- 
door wherein they were; and the King 
FÞaving given him Power to enter any 


where, without demanding Leave, he had 


his Foot already within the Door, when he 
underitood by the Sound of the Prince's 
Voice, that he was in Anger ; this made 


him ſtop ſhort, and being deſirous to know, _ 


whether he' might enter, he began to 
call out to the Servant. The King rightly 
guelled, after having giving him ſuch Per- 
miſſion, that he was cautious out of Dil- 
cretion ; and being glad to have an Op- 
portunity to break up ſo difagreeable a Con- 
verſation, he told the Prince de Mar/illiac, 
that he might come in; which was the 
| Reaſon, that Madam de Monteſpan endea- 


 voured to reſtrain herſelf, for Fear that. 
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the Report of her Diſgrace, which ſhe was 
willing to. conceal, ſhould ſpread through 
the whole Court. 
| She departed in a Moment afterwards, 
and Icfr the King at Liberty to open his 
t-ieart to the Prince de Narfilliac, wo had 
a preat Share of his Confidence, and to 
vhom he had given 1n 215 than one Year, 
:bove One hundred thuufand Livres in 
Flaces : For immediately after Lauznn's 
jÞ1{grace, he forced him to take the Go- 
vernment of Berry, which that Favourite 
had poſſeſſed, and which he was unwilling 
{O accept of ; becauſe having never been 
| his Friend, he was afraid, the World 
ſhould fay, that he had provoked the King 
to cauſe him to be impriſoned, in order to 
Beneat himſelf of the Spoils. | 
Lewis XIV. looked upon this Delicacy 
to be ſo much the more excellent, as 1t 
was rare amonglt Courters ; and fince 1t 
could proceed only from a great Heart, he 
had yet a greater Eſteem for him. Svume- 
time after, he again gave him the Place of 
great Maſter of the Wardrobe, void by the 
Death of the Marquis de Sazatry, who was 
Killed at the Paſſage of the Rhzze ; but he 
gave it him after ſo obliging a Manner, 
that the Preſent was leſs conliderable for 
Its 


(81) 
its Greatneſs alone, than for the Goodneſs 
which the King expre(s'd towards him when 
he made it. For he told him, that he gave 
| him that Place, only to accommodate his 
Affairs, and not to incommode them ; that 


it it were more profitable for him to {cll _ 
it than to keep it, he himſelf would find 


out a Chapman, and make him give a 
Million for it. 
Thus the King ſtill continued to give 
Marks of his Friendſhip to the Prince de 
Marfilliac: The Courtiers looked upon 
him as a Favourite, but as one much more 
wortiy to poſleſs that Place, than Monſieur 


de Lauzun, who deſpiſed all the World, as. 


if there had been no Man worthy to ap- 
proach him. In the mean time, this Favour, 


which failed not to create a Jealouſy in the 


reſt, encreaſed yet the more, by Reaſon of 
the cold ] ndifferency, wherein the King 
was fallen for Madam de Monteſpan, an of 
the new Paſſion, which he had Cove for 
Madam de Fontaniges. For the King having 


communicated both tk- one and the other 


to the Prince de Mau/lioe , he wes willing 


that he ſhould b2 the Manager of that 


Lady's good Graces, in which he was like- 


ly to find no great Vittculty, ſhe being 


Come to Court with a Dcign only to plcale 
the King, 
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In Effe&, her Kindred ſeeing her ſo fine 
a Perſon, and having a greater Paſſion for 
their own Fortune, than Care for her Ho- 
nour: They made a Purſe among them- 
ſelves, to enable her to come to Court, and 
to maintain there an Expence conformable 


_ to the Poſt wherein ſhe was entered ; and 


having given her proper Inſtructions, ſhe 
put them in Practice from the very Mo- 


ment that the Prince de Mar/illiac had 


ſpoken to her on the King's Behalf. She 
therefore told him, that he received with 
Joy the Declaration which he juſt then had 
made to her : That the King had ſuch. 
Qualities to make himſelf beloved, that it 
was impoſſible not to be charmed with his 
Pafſion : But that however, ſhe could place 
no Confidence 1n it, to long as Madam de 


 Moaxlteſpan poſſels'd his Favour as ſhe did ; 


that ſhe was de!icate, and could not believe 
any thing of what ſhe had then heard out of 
his Mouth ; that if ſhe had been capable of 
kindling any Fires in his Heart, they were 


only Fires that would be almoſt as ſoon _ | 


quenched as they were kindled; for the 
King would no ſooner have ſatisfied his 
Deſire, but he would return to Madam ae 
Monteſpan. 


The Prince de Ma! /alliac, who defired to 


lucceed 


| | (34-3 
ſucceed the firſt Time of his E.m- 
 baſſy; replied to that, that if the Future 
might be gueſs'd at by what was pal- 
ſed, there was no great Appearance, that 
the King, who was diſpleaſed with Ma- 
dam de Monieſpan, would ever return to 
her; that he was conſtant when he once 
gave himſelf up to any one, and that if he 
| had forſaken Madam de la Vahere, it was, 
becauſe ſhe herſelf had contributed very 
much to it, by an Inequality of Spirit, that 
c1\pleaſed the Prince. That ſhe might 
have heard, that Madam de la Ya/ere be- 


| fore her entring into a Convent for good 


and all, had gone into one, contrary to the 
King's Pleaſure, who was obliged to tetch 
her out ; after which time ſhe did nothing 
hut diſcourſe to him of the Remorle of her 
Conſcience, which by little and little wean- 


_ ed him from her : That then he loved Ma- 


dam de Monteſpan, and would, it may be, 
have loved her {till, it ſhe had not behaved 
herſelf towards him after a Manner, that 
might poſſibly have befitted a private Man's 
Miſtreſs, but not the Miſtreſs of ſo power- 
tul a Prince, towarus whom ſhe ought to 
have ſhewn a more ſubmiſiive an«! com- 
plaiſant Diſpoſition ; that he would initruct 
her how to carry herſelf as Occaſion ſhould 
require ; but that tor the preſent, ihe need 
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ony tell kim ſomething that might ſet the 
King's Mind at reſt, Then he adviſed her. 
as a good Friend, not to let (lip ſo fair an | 
Opportunity ; ſaying, that if ſhe loſt it 
trough her own Faul:, ſhe would repent 
of it her whole Life. 

He then related to her the Quarrel that 
the King had had with Madam de Monteſ- 
Pan, that Lady's Inſolence, and the King's 
Reſentment. This laſt Circumſtance having 
convinced her more than all his Reaſons, 
ſhe ſent the King Word, that if ſhe had 
been obliged to him for the Preſent which 
he had made, and which 1 have already 
mentioned, ſhe was much more ſo, for 
what he had ordered the Prince de Mar/il 
fiac to tell her; and that ſhe was ready to 
give herſelf up to him, provided ſhe right 
have him entirely to herfelf. _ 

In the mean time, Madam de Meonte/- 
pan, who miſtruſted this Intrigue, employ- 
ed all her Friends, in order to regain the 
King's Confidence. Monſieur de Louvois, 
who was one of them, and even the mott 
affectionate among them, adviſed her to 
ſeek out an Opportunity of ſpeaking with 
him in private. But the King retaining ſt1}] 
his Anger, and carefully avoiding all Oc- 
<afons of being alone with her; it was h: ri 

bh 
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for her to find ſuch an Opportunity, till 
Monſieur de Louvois told her, to be at a_ 
convenient Hour in the Place, where the 
King was accuſtomed to meet his Council, 
and to take her Time when he was come 
thither, to reconcile herſelt with him. 
Madam de Monteſpan, having approved 
of this Advice, failed not to be at the ap- 
pointed Place. The King being come thi- 
ther, was much urprized to meet her there, | 


Inſtead of the Miniſters. In the mean time 


Monſieur de Louvors, who was willing to 
give Madam de Monteſpan time to do her 
Buſineſs, went into a Room adjoining to 
the Chamber where they then were; and 
ſeeing there ſeven or eight Gentlemen of 

\ the Court, he took a Candle off of a Stand, 
pretending to ſearch for a Diamond, which | 


_ he ſaid he had loſt; rightly eueſling, that 


ſome of the Servants belonging to the 
Chamber would come to aſſiſt him in his 
Search ; and one being come to that Pur- 
pole, he ſoftly whiſpered him, as he gave 
him the Light, that he muſt cauſe all thole 
who were in the Room to depart, and that 
he ſhould tell the Door-keeper not to let 
any body enter, not even thoſe, who were 

Jummoned to the Council. 
Thus, without its being perceived to 
proceed 
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proceed from him, he rid himſelf of all 


the Importunate z and inſtead of a Coun- 
cil, there was held that Day a long Con- 


ference berween the King and Madam 4 
Monteſpan. In the mean time, all know- 


ing that Monſieur de Louvors ſtaid in the 
Chamber, they believed him to be ſhut 
up with the Prince; and the other Mini- 
ſters, who were ſent back without being 


ſuffered to enter, grew jealous of it, not 


knowing to what to attribute this long Con- 
verſation. 


Though this Conference ſeemed to have 


re- -accommodated Matters, the King re- 
turning according to his Cuſtom to \ Ma- 


dam ae Monteſpan's Lodgings, yet the 
Prince ceaſed not to purſue his amorous 


Enterprize. He faw Madam de Fontanges 


in private ; he gave her Marks of Aﬀec- 


tion, and received the ſame from her; 
which Afﬀeair was ſoon Known to the whole 


Court. on 


Lewis was fo well ſatisfied with this new 
Conqueſt, that he gave the Prince Je Mar- 


/illiac the Place of chief Huntſman, as a 


Reward of his having, procured it for him. 
In the mean time, having underſtood, that 


Madam de Fontanges was pregnant, he pre- 
pared a Houſe for her ; and this Lady, who 


Was 
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was - much unlike Madam de Monteſpan, 
whoſe Avarice reach'd even to Baſleneſs, 
was generous to Prodigality; he there- 
fore took Care to reſtrain this liberal 
Humour ; and that ſhe might ſubſiſt upon 
an Aarageed thouſand Crowne a Month.Lovr deve) . 


The Superintendant to this Purpoſe, was 


the Duke de Noai/les, at which every body 


was extreamly 1urprized ; his Devotion 


| ſeeming incompatible with an Employ- 


ment, that made him look into leveral lit- 


-- tle Reckonings, which he might have well 


als*d over ; but ſince every one was reſolved 


to think in the friſt Place on their own For- 


tune, and in the ſecond, only, upon God, 
the Duke de Noailles, very far from re- 
fuſing this Employment, thankfully ac- _ 
cepted it ; and divided his Time between 
the King, Heaven, and Madam de Fon- 
Fanges. 

In the mean time Madam de Monte Dan 


endeavoured to ſupport herſelf the beſt ſhe 
could. She entreated the King to be pleal- 


| ed to come at leait to her Lodgings as he 


uſed to do; and ſhe endeavoured to infi- 
nuate to all the World, that her Credit 
was yet greater than was imagined ; that 
the King's | Love for Madam ds Fontanges 
Was only tranſitory, of which he would ſoon 
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| be weary; and that at laſt, he would return 


to her more amorous than he had ever been 
before. Thoſe of her Party endeavoured 
allo to give ſome Credit to theſe falſe Re- 
ports; but when it was ſeen, that the 
Prince addicted himſzlf entirely to this new 
Paſſion, every one courted Madam de Fon- 
tanges's Favour, who procured good Pla- 
ces for ſome of her Friends, and for the 
greater Part of her Family. 
Madam &d: Monteſpan ſeeing that the 
King was daily weaning himſelf from her, 
conceived ſo great a Rage at it, that ſhe 
began publickly to ſpeak ill of Madam de 
Fontanges. She told every body, that the 
King could not be very curious to love a 
Girl, who had had Intrigues in her own 


Country, who had neither Wit nor Breed- 


ing, and who, at beſt, was but a fair Piece 
of Painting. She ſaid a thouſand other dil- 
reſpectful Things concerning her, which, 
far from bringing him back as ſhe expeCct- 
ed, exaſperated him the more againſt her *. 
| Madam 


® /7ltairxe obſerves, that all the Appearances of 
Friendſhip and Reſpect continued to be ſhewn her, 
which, however ſhe did not think a ſuftcient Compen- 
ſation; for the King, tho' concerned at her extreme 
Uneafſineſs, of which he was the Caule ; yet being com- 
Þ-!: tl 


ee EI IE 


( 39 ) 

Madam de Fontanges was brought to Bed 
in a little Time after ; and that Opportu- 
nity was made Ule of, as it was believed, 
to poiſon her, which was attributed to 
Madam ae Monte pan , either becauſe it was 

imagined, that one in the Vexation and 
| Rage which ſhe was in, was capable of 
committing ſo great a Crime ; or becauſe 
1t was a common B-lief, that one in Ma- 
dam de Fontanges's Poſt, could die no other 
than a violent Death. Be that as it will, 
ſhe tell into a languiſhing Condition pre- 
lently aiter her Lying-in : The King oiten 
viſited her, expreſſing the deepelt Sorrow 

tor the Condition whereto Ae law her re- 


pelled by other Inclinations, he began to take a 
Pleaſure in the Converſation of Madam de 1Mniinte- 
01, Which he no longer enjoyed with his former 
Miſtreſs ; he was at once divided between Madam 4s 
Monteſpan, whom he was not able'to quit, Mademoi- 
ſelle dz Fontanges whom he loved, and Madam de 
2Maintrnn, whoſe Converſacion became neceiſary to 
his fatigued Mind, 

Theie three Rivals for his Favour hetd a'l the 
Court in Suſpence, It appears to the Honour of 
Lexwis XIV. that none of his Intrizues had any Tn- 
fluence on hi» public Aifairs; and that Love which 
ac\tated the Court, never cauſed the leait Dillurbance 
in the Government. Nothing can better prove, that 
Lewis XIV. had a Soul as great as his Heart was ten- 
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duced. Madam de Fontanges, who per- 
ceived herfelt every Day a dying, intreated 
| him to ſuffer her to retire from Court, add- 
ing with Tears, that the Malice of her 
Enerics was the Cauſe, that ſhe now had 
nothing elſe to think on, but another 
World. Ps 

Lewis XIV. glad to ſee her take ſuch 
Care in the Matter of her Salvation ; and 
ſenſibly concerned at being preſent ſo often 
at her Sufferings granted her what ſhe 
deſired, and ſhe zccordingly retired into a 
Convent in the Suburbs of St. 7ames's, 
whither he daily ſent to enquire after her. 
The Duke de /a Fenillade went alſo thither 
twice or thrice a Week to viſit her from 
him, but was always the Meſſenger of ill 
News: She ſaw herſelf decline daily, and 
the Duke de la Feuillade acquainted the 
King that ſhe was paſt all Hopes of Re- 
covery. A few Days after, ſhe died, leaving 
a greater Suſpicion of her having been 
poiſoned, than there had bzen during her 
Sickneſs; for upon being opened, her 
Heart was found cover'd with little black 
Specks, the Effects of the Poiſon *. 


The 


* The Author of Madam d: Mfirteron's Life has de- 
yotcd a whole Chapter to the Amours of Lew; Wy, 
wy, | an 
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_ The King expreſſed a publick Sorrow 

for the Loſs of her; and being willing to 
ſhew, that his Eſteem of her continued 
aftcr Death, he gave an Abby to one of her 
Brothers, married one of her Siſters advan- 


| tageouſly, and did many other Things in 


favour of her Family. In the mean time, 
Madam de Monteſpan believed, that the 


King would now return to her ; bur to her 
_ Surprize, found Madam de Maintenon pol- 


{efled of all his Confidence ; this threw her 


into a Deſpair. It was herſelf that raiſed | 
Madam de Maintenon to what ſhe was ; ſhe. 


could not bear the Thoughts, that her own 


Creature ſhould be the Inſtrument of her 


Deſtruction. 

What nid her the more was, that 
ſhe 1d not believe, there was any thing 
diſhonourable in their C orreſpondence, 
which conſequently was like to be on that 


Account of a longer Continuance ; ſince it 


did not depend on a wandring Love: that 
brgins and often ends in the ſame Day. In. 
Effect, the Coniidence which the King had 
1n Madam de Marintenon, continued, not- 


withſtanding ail Madam de Monte/pan could 


and Madam de Fontanges, to. which the Reader 1s 


reterr'd for farther Particulars concerning this 
Lady. 


do 
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do to deſtroy it; on the contrary, he ex- 
preſſed for her that kind of decent Re- 
ſpe, which is commonly the Leavings of 
the Love of a Man of Honour, who would 
uſe his Miſtreſs well, rather for his own 
Reputation's Sake, than out of any Senti- | 


ments of 'Þ enderneſs. 


Madam de Monteſpan's Jaſt Triumph at 


Court, was the Marri iage of her Daughter 


Mademoiſelle de Nantes, to Monſieur the 
Duke, the Grandion of the great Conde. On 
this Occaſion there was a new Carouſlal in 
Verſailles ; and after the Marriage, an un- 
common Magnificence was exhibited by the 
King. At the Palace of Marl;, tour Shops 
were formed in the great Hall, furniſhed 
1n the inoſt expenſive and elegant Manner : 
They repreſented the four Seaſons of the 
Year ; Madam de Monte/pan and the Dau- 
phin were in one of them ; Madam de Main- 
tenon and the Duke du Maine were in the 
j:cond; Monſieur the Duke, and Ma- 
Camoilelle de Thiange wcre in the third ; 
and the Dutcneſs, with the Dutcheſs de 
Chevreux in the fourth. The Company 
drew Lots for the 'Trinkets with which 
theſe Shops were loaded; and by this very 
Polite and novel Method, the King beſtow- 
ed his Preſents to the whole Court. 


Madam 
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| Madam de Monteſpan after this, appear- 


_ ed no more at this Place ; but lived in great 


State at Paris upon a thouſand Louis-D'ors 
a Month, paid her by the King, and died 


in the Year 1717. at Bourbon. 


Madam de Maintenon, by a Habit of 
Devotion and Religion, intermixed with all 


_ the Charms ſhe was Miſtreſs of, ſoon took 
ſuch hold on this Monarch's Heart, that he 


ſecretly. married her in the Year 1686. in 
the Chappel, in the Duke of Burgundy's Ap- 
partment ; ſhe was however never acknow- 
ledged Queen, and this Affair therefore, to 
the King's Death, which happened in 1715, 


was an inexplicable Riddle; and this great 
Woman traduced, as it afterwards appear- 


ed, without the leaſt Foundation. 
For what concerns Madamoiſelle 4Or- 


leans Monpenſier, after having grieved dur- 


ing ten whole Years for the |mpriſonment 
of” Monſieur de Lauzun, ſhe at length 


found a Way to obtain his Liberty. ior 
conſidering, that all the Riches in the _ 


World, are nothing in Compariſon of Con- 
rent ; ſhe appeaied the King's Anger, 
with the Principality of Dombes, and the 
County of Eu, which was ſettled on the 


Puke of Maine, his natural Son. By this 


Means, Monſieur de Lauzun returned to 
PErts, 
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Paris, and lived as a private Man, For 
_ the King would never permit the Marriage 


to be declared: The Princeſs after this 
grew ſo jealous of him, as to ſet Spies 
about him ; ſo that from getting out of 
one Priſon, he entered into another not 
leſs cruel. 

In the Year 1688. Monficur de Lauzun 
went to England : Always deſtined for ex- 
traordinary Adventures, ſays Voltaire, he 
conducted the Queen of Tames Il. into 
France, with her Son then in the Cradle. 
He was created a Duke ' and commanded 
in Ireland, but with little Succeſs; and 're- 
turned in more Reputation tor his Adven- 


ture, than the perſonal Regard paid to him. 
He died in extreme old Age, and quite for- 
gotten, as it generally happens, to all thoſe 


who have experienced oreat Changes of 
Fortune, without having performed any 
great A@ions themſclyes. 
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